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This-'n'=Thet

New Fiction  Two lemnding authors, ong American the other English, have produced
trilogy-completing works within the past few months, Vardis Figh-
er's Intimations of ZTve (Vanguard, $22), which continves his saga of prehistoric
man, is tie first of these, and is cquel in quality to the pair of novels which
precoeded it. The second is Thai Hidcous Strength of C. 5. Lewis (Hucmillan,$3;
lane, 8/6); the author continues his basic theme of the struggle between good and
evil, this time oschewing lars und Venus for & terrestrial locale, and falling
short of the quality attained in Porelandra and Out of thg Silent Planet., Back
with us after a considerable absence is Dorothy Macardle, who ettempts with The
Unforescen (Doubleday, $24) to duplicate the success of her earlier novel. This
new effort deculs with extra-sonsory perception, is suspensefully written, and
leads to un exciting climax-==but it does not quite match The Uninvitod. Two of
June's ‘arrivals deal moroe or loss scriously with occult-like topics: Four Groat
Oaks by Mildrod lcNaughton (Creative Age, $2%) is u smoothly-writton variant .on
the Berkely Square reincarnation theme; Agnes Rothery's Balm of Cilead (Dodd,
Mead, $2%), on the other hend, furnishes an example of hardy Cnpe Cod ghosts who
sgom more substontial than the cuthor's real people.
Noted here for the record as well ns for the benefit of those
Forderline Stuff  who may be completists are three titles. James Phelun's Moon
on the River (Wyn, 424) toys with superstition end bleck mug-
icy but never quitemakes clear whether dark powers of evil frequently hinted at
are actually pleying leading roles. Murder Strikes an Atomic Unit by Theodora
Du Bois (Doubledey=-Doran, %2) reeks faintly of super-science. And The Snake Pit
of Mary June Ward (Random House, i24) is a psychiatric history trensformed into
& well-done, dramatic novel, and is also, incidentally, nowv & best-geller.
33 Sardonics, edited by Tiffany Thayer (Philosophical Li-

Anthologies, Fon- brary, 53%), includes several Fortean fantasies in addition
Fiction, Keprints to e fews tules of horror and the superratural. Newton Arvin

edits Hawthorne's Short Stories (knopf, $3), which includes
all his familiar funtastics as well es such little-knowm ones as well as "A Vire
tuoso's Collection" end "The Celestial Reailroad." The Doctor 1o the Dead: Gro=-
tesque Leends and Folk-Tales of Old Churleston (Rinehart, $2%), collected by
John Eennett, is composed mostly of supernatural stories. 4 few are also found
in A. L. dowse's West-Countrv Stories (Macmillan, $2}), which come from " land
thick with folk rumor and fairy teles end ghosts." If you like authentic histoe-
ry well laced with the supernatural, try Voodog in New Orleans by Robert Tallant
(acmillan, 323). The Portable Cgcer Wilde edited by Richard Aldington (Viking,
$2) includes a reprint of The Picture of Dorien Gray, as well as an authorita=-
tive discussion of its background. The Life and Death of the Wicked Lady Skel-
ton of I'adelene ling-Hall, which appeared two yenrs ngo in Britain, has finally
been published in this country (Rinohart, %2%).
-ch fentasy heg occupied the rirlanes of late, and this column hes ad-
tadio uittedly mede no attcwmpt to report on it, for the winnowing of the ma-
turc fare from tho overpowering mass of juvenilia extant did. not seem
wort:: tio expendod effort that would havo been nccessery. But it is pleasant to
roport iwre ut this timc that "Lipghts Out," NBC's famous decadoe-o0ld foature, is
rebroadcasting at 10 P.l. Saturdays (Eastern time) the best from applanded shows
of the past. Don't miss this sories!
Despite having incrcasod theo sizo of this issue to 36 pages=---
Now and Later we hopo you noticed itl!---the lottor scction was crozded out. A
longthy installment of this rogular foature will be included in
59¢ next issuo. 4nd with Fantasy Commontator #12 onds volumo one, so an - indox
tiorcof will doubtless be published too, =--=Which emphasizes the fact that "FC"
< =11 of three years o0ld; but we're too tired to celebrate!

"""A . L.S .
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The Far Future of Scisnce~-Fictiom

by
Jack Speer

(Editorial note: To some of this magazine's readers the phrase "decimal classi-
fication" may be new., As might be guessed, however, it refers to a Dewey-like
system for classifying all types of imaginative fiction, each one being mssigned
o given numerical figure, The advantagesof such & systematizing scheme are ob-
vious, and, once its minor disadvantagos &re elimineted, such an index should
prove invuluable to collectors and casuel readors alike. The most recent draft
of this author's system=--ono of several that have been proposed, incidentelly---
mey be found in Tho Acolyto for VWintor, 1946; furtihcr information may be had by
cddrossing Mr, Spcoer himsolf at 4518 16th NE, Senttle 5, Vashington. =-=--A.L.S.)

But now, on thec throshold of 1945, wec have finally realized
thet the future has cuught up with us.... It has become in-
creasingly evident that Hugo Gernsback's magazine is becom-
"ing the mmgazine of today, is being outstripped in its fic-
tion by fact. --~the sayings of Saint Assiduity.

In the past, predictions have been made thet an art form, science, or
socinl idea has reached the limit of its development, only to have later events
show the predictions laughably wrong, so often that we tend to suppose that such
predictions must always prove false. Put there are enough examples in which they
have proven true, that we should be cautious about making such assumptions,

iIst us take the present-day varieties of science-fiction and see what
moy hoave hcppened to them in that far future when science is advanced as far be-
yond present Jmowledge as are we beyond that of, say, 1700, For convenience I
shall use the categories of my currently revised decimal classification,

10, "“he Supornatural: This group is beyond the scope of this article
but a word maey be said. Stories which are frankly contrary to accepted belief
will continue to be written and enjoyed regardless of the advance of science,
But increase of knowledge and dissemination of the scientific way of thinking
may attenuate the link which still binds our emotions to such imeginary occur=-
rences---the thought that for all we know, such stories just might be true; at
least there are many literatoc poople who do believe in such things, Weird fic-
tion will probeblv become assimilated to pure fantasy as far as material is con-
cerned, and the light-headed Unknowm-ish type of fantasy may predominate,

31. Txtrapolations on Ceography and Geology: Our stories of imeginary
countries in Europe and Asia are based more upon the incompleteness of the com-
mon reeders' education than upon actual gaps in our geographic knovledge. Edu-
cational advences which we may hope for, together with photographic mapping of
the entire world, must banish the possibility of any large-scele isolated civi-
lizations on the earth's surface. It mey be noted thet already the hidden lands
which Tarzan is continuslly finding in Africa have passed into improbability ap-
proaching pure fentasy. As for geologicel extrapolations, tales of life at the
center of the earth must presently be relegated to the flatly impossible (if we
are to accapt that degree of certainty in science which justifies calling ideas
impossible---as that the moon is made of green cheese ). Subterranean 1life, on
the other hand,will be & continuing if far-fetched possibility; we will probably
have other worlds to map before we get around to ascertaining the extent of cav-
orns all over the enrth, And undersea civilizations, either of the gless-dome
or wator-breething types, will be good for many goncretions of hacks.

32, Dimensional: It probably won't be possible to disprove the exis-
ience of other planes of being, since it is unlikely that we shall ever invent
raans to go and see, Authors may therefore continue to ring the changes on Other
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Space, tesseract-men, Plene People, end the like. But pseudo explenations of how
it's done should become increusingly difficult as the tools of semantic criticism
become dififused among the masses of readers.

33, Adventures in Size: The atomic microcosm is already twenty years
out of date, and has not been used much by Campbell's magazine. With that dis-
credited, wmucrocosm also must disappear from serious extrepolating. Mere 1lit-
tleness, dovm to the limit set by the largeness of molecules snd smallness o f
neuroncs, etc., can continue to provide story ideas, so long as the authors can
device means of ghrinking their characters te Lilliputian size with some pretence
of plausibility. Enlarging them, on the other hand, must be relegated to the
comic magaziness tho structural woakness that goes with large size will prevent
the magnificd creatures from doing most of the things that go to meke up a story.

34, Extrapolations on Fsvchology and Biology Relative to Mon: After
beheviorists end others have demonstrated the oxact mochanism of thought, there
will be litilo room for extrapolating on hypnotisu and similar phenomena, My
privato belief is that oxtra-scnsory percoption is duec to bo cxploded. If there
ectunlly is anything in tolepathy, clairvoyance, psychokinosis, otc., it should
heve beon delimitod by the timo of this far futuro we'ro talking nboute Forhaps
there will remain some aree of uncertainty for latter-day science-fictionists to
disport in, Mind transference must go out the window as indefensible psycholo=
gically and semantically, except in the form of breain transplantation. Supermen
are an ever-continuing possibility for speculation. Bven if the ruce pulls it-
self out of its present hog and evelves higher, it will always be able to imag-
ine n human boing superior to itself, Rejuvenution und various types of super-
surgery. wiil rrobably be commonplace eventurlly; in nctual immortality and such
tagks a8 resuscitation of the gix - geconds - dead, indefinite approximation of a
limit should .continue to challenge scientists. Androide of the type built up
from the elen .uls havon't appeared much of lato; perhaps the recason is that con-
trol of naturai sreccessoes is more promising. Designing flesh-and-blood robots
and othor specianlized anthropoids, and the consequences on cthical thinking,looks
liko an intéresting field.

35, Extrupolations on Psychology and Biology Not Relating to Man: An-
jmals scientifically aided to attain € degree of intelligence look interesting.
%e are not likely to fear human termites or othor superbugs on Earth any more.
Strange creatures can be invented for other worlds, but such stories will Dbecome
lergely assimilated by tales of further astronomical exploration. Concerning
non-carhon life, we should first be clear es to what we mean by lifs, and then
cxamine thc possibilities of 1ifoelong phenomena arieing in crystals, force -vor-
texces, and sc on. I'm not well enough informed Lo guess, '

Concerning extrapolations on chemistry, physics &and technology we
nust go into more dptail,

356.1 Robots: For the most part these will prss out of fiction into com-
mon lifo.  Thinking machines, lilke supormon, may romain in tho imegination one
junp ahcad of reality.

36.2 Gadgets That Do Cormon Things: Imless hoe chenges greatly, homo
saniens will always seck simplor ways of doing somo things, cven after he rebels
egainst wmechanization of cartain beneficial activities. However, it is possible
even today to invent any of large classos of gadgots on demand,and we don't con-
sidor Popular Yochanics & scionco-fiction megazino. This spherc will be groatly
onlargod in tho futuro.

36,5 Rays: Hardly a whisper has been heard about raysfor a long time.
Cet the electromagnetic spectrum well mapped out, with characteristics es pre-
dictable as in the table of elements, and thers go your rays---unlass you want
to say that special combinations of vibrations will do peculisr things, or that
there mey be something in the "Sixth Column" idea about untouched fields of elec-
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trogravitic and magneto-gravitic vibrations.

36.,€ Atomic Energy: Need I discuss thisg?

37.1 Mentally lolded lintter: In its purest gense, this is probably
impossible; we must wait upon the behaviorists before maeking a finsl declara-
tion, But men will ever look for better means to impose the forms of our minds
upon matter, Prasent inventions along this general line include the painter's
airbrush, the electric organ, plastic for home furnishings, multitudinous types
of steel, wocdcarving tools, new duplicetors, hybridization of plants, and som
ed infinitum. Obviously, there must be hetter wiys to do the thing that each of
these is designed for.

37,2 Duplication of Persons: See the following,

37.3 Matter-Rudin: \Vith apologies to George O. Smith, I don't think it
can be done, Several picces of data abcut each electron in the object must,
n'est-ce pas, be transmitted from projector to receiver, far beyond the capacity
d even very high frequency waves to carry in any rossonable longth of time. Per-
haps I'm on dengorous ground in assorting that human ingonuity will ncevor find a
way of getting around the difficulty, but future authors who' yarn about matter-
transmission will have fo talk fast to be convincing,

37.4 Television, Spy Rey and Image Projector: The latter two are pos-
sible subjects for stories until and if, like television, they are accomplished.

37.6 Invisibility: Many of the methods of achieving invisibility in
the past are obviously absurd, but I know of no positive bar to this time out of
mind favorite concept of the iwaginative. '

37.7 Time-Rate Differences: Dr, Swisher's discourse in Escape points
out some ewbarrassing by-products of super-speed., I doubt that a very good story
can be written which takes care of the objections he raised without gotiting into
the temponautical,

41, Xconomic, Social and Political Life in the Future: We may suppose
that science-fictionists will continue to speculate on the possibilities of their
future, now or a thousand years from now, Some of the particular subdivisions
of this subject, such as "The Revolt of the Podestrians" type of world, ere out
of date now, but others can take their place,

42, Catostrophes to Civilization: Assuming, as I have done in this
article, that our civilization will survive, speculations about its possible
downfsall should continue to interest our descendants., The spread of man to sev-
eral planets would profoundly aifect the range of causes and results. A couple
of subdivisions here are already out of date: Loss of a strategic material,
whether iron or petroleum, which in the case of iron has never been explained
plausibly and in either case would not be fatal; and glacializations and sun-
dimwings cuch as Gernsback worried about before it was generally known that we
live in an ice age and old Sol is good for quite a while yet.

43, Extroadinary Astronomical Phenomena:r We are not likely to have
the moon falling into the Pacific Ocean {as it naively did in a Science Fiction
Series pamphlet), but many of the imaginable occurrences are lJikely to remain in
the realm of possibility. Imapginetions mey be gomewhat more strained when the
average reader realizes how little statistical chance of collisiens there is.
Planetary engineering is a concept that should challenge the minds of 2200 A.D,

44, BExtra-Torrestrial Life ond Adventures on Other Plenets: Assuming
that we are on the eve of interplanetary flight, our distant descendants will
look upon this type of fantasy somewhat as we look upon stroies of lost lands in
South America, And if the planets and moons are as forbidding to human life as
they seom to be, the typa of adventures that may take place will be severely
limited (no Flutonian princcsses, intrigues in the Tritonian court, ctc.)s As
for interstoller travel, a modest advance of scionce should provide such confir-

(continued on page 275)
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DOYLZ, Artinur Conan (1859-1930)

The Captain of the "Fole Star" and Other Tales

London: Longmans, Green & Co.3 1890, 315pp. 19%cm. 6/-.

Further information: The contents consists of ten short stories: "The Ceptain of
the 'Pole ster'," "The Great Keinplatz Experiment," "J, Habalkuk Jephgon's State-
ment," "The Man from Archangel," "That Little Square Box," "The Ring of Thoth,"
"John Huxford's Hiatus," "Cyrian Overbeck Wells," "Rlias B, Hopkins," "John Bar-
rington Cowles." The data giver above is for the first English edition; leter
printings in some cmses substituto "A Liternry 1osaic" and "The Parson of Jack-
men's Gulch" for "Cyrimn Overbocl Wells" and "Elias B, Hopkins"; some teles havo
been reprinted in a collection titled The Great Xoinvletz Exporiment; and sll of
them mny bo found in The Conan Dovle Storics. Well over a dozen varied editions
of the original, both paper- and cloth-covered, have sppeared,

Synoptic review: This volume of eerly work by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle contains a
number of weird stories of high quality. Only four of those included can quali-
fy as supernatural teles; hovever, there ere slements of mystery and suspense in
several more that recommend them also to readers of ifentastic literaturs,

Perhaps the best known of those in this collection is the title story,
"The Captain of tho 'Pole Star's." A ghost story written along traditional lincs,
it succceds in waking ono overlock its busic unoriginality of plot by an ecrio
and suspenseful atmosphere., Presented as "an extract from the singular journal
of John ii'allister Ray, student of medicine," it tells of a strange horror amid
the ice floes of the Arctic. In Rey's diary are recorded the events which lead
to a powerrful climax. An ice-bound ship, a half-mad and violent captain, and
suporneturul visitations during the stillness of the polar night are slkilifully
woven togetheyr until they end in tragedy and doath,

a8 @ roliof from this tale of terror is a comical fantasy. In "The
Greet Keinplalz Ixperiment" Professor Alexis Von Baumgarten performs an experi-
ment to prove that it is possible for the human apirit to exigt apart from its
body for a time and then return to it once =2gain. YVhat happons when the good
professor's and a scapegracc student's spirits cxchango bodies while they are
mesmorized welcs an hilarious nerrntive---puro slapstick, but good fun,

Next we come upon 2 highly original and complex story. "John Baerring-
ton Covles" is extremely effective in producing the physical reaction which ig
the fest of wll horror tales. \iritten in a careful, restrained style, this in-
troduces us to Catherine Norcott, a beautiful young woman, Three men heave heen
engeged to her, but each has separanted from her on the eve of marriage to meet
luter with ruin and death., Doyle subtly hints at tho request which sho made of
her lovors that sent thom flying in horror and revulsion, suggesting a form of
vampirism or lycenthropy. Tokon as a whole, this strikes one as belonging in the
very first rank of all the tales on this thomo that heve been written.

"The Ring of Thoth" denls with familiar materiel but the cuthor gives
it & chaoracteristicelly originol treatmeont., This tells of an Egyptian who dis-
covers the secret of everlasting life in the time of the pharaohs and spends the
thousends of years of his existenco in search of the elixir---containad in the
ring of Thoth---which will rolease him frow what he realizes is aterrible curse.,
The story is told with an excellent blend of pathos and humor; it suffers only
slightly from the use of a stereotyped charactor (the narrator) who appears in
many of Doyle's other teles.

Among the remaining stories in this collection are "J. Habakuk Jeph-
son's Statement," which involves a meteoric rock of strangs influenco, and "Cyr-
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ian Cverbeck Wells" in which all the great writers of the past assemble in a
dream to help an unsuccessful author write a novel., biost of the other non-super-
natural tales are rather meretricious---though they are not without « certain
charm, There is one notable exception, however: "The Man from Archangel'"is prob-
ably the finest story in the volume. TIts violent portrayal of clashing wills and
emotions, its beasutiful descriptive passages and its fitting ending muke one re-
gretful that the widespread admiration for Sir Arthur's detective tales Lkes so

obscurel his many other excellent works, Maynard Solomon
e — .

Eaal_10) OO--—
Spring-Heeled Jack

by
St. John Hamund

I daren't go through the meadow,
I daren't go out of sight,

I know there's a man in a long black cloak
Who waits for me tonight.

His eyes are like bells of fire,
His hands ere like bars of leud,

Hisg face is bright with a still grey light,
His lips are the lips of the Dead.

Once in the hush of the churchyard,
A day and a year ago,

I met him there with my babe so foir--=-
He waits for me now, I know.

He took my child from my bosom,
He carries him with him now,

He is gount and weird, with a tangled beard,
And & mark is on his brow.

His heels are light and shod with steel,
His arms ere thin and worn,

He buttons his coat to the height of hisg throat,
But the sleeves are short and torn,

The sleseves are short and taettered and torn,
His feet are swift and light,

And there in the shocn of the moonlight green
He waits for me tonight)

PR v

The Far Futurc of Science-Fiction---continucd from page 273

mation of the Dinstoin and association theories as to place extra-solar worlds
beyond the reach of any but Howard-Jordan sort of expeditions (cf. "iethuselah's
Caildron" and "Universe").

45, Spaca Travel: While interplanctary travel remains an unusual thing,
fantasites of the future may cnjoy stories of a still further future in which it
has become common. After that---well, how many proscnt-day scicnce-fictionists
avidly follow 5milin' Jack or Flyin' Jenny in thoir slightly super airplancs?

50s The Prshigtoric Peast: A pood thoory of the origin of the Earth,
and further discoveries filling in the gaps of archeological knowledge should
both liwnit &nd cnrich this fiocld of oxtrapolation. Roalism of the sort that has

(continucd oz page 285)
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Forgotten Creators of Ghosts

by
A. langley Searles

VI - Williem Fryer Harvey
I

The repeated anthologizing of his "August Heat" and "The Beest with
Five I'ingers" has made even the ctsual follower of supernatural fiction aware of
Dr, Harvey es & skillful explorer of outré themes. Connoisseurs of the genre re-
alizc, however, that the author's popularity need not rest on but two stories
alone, since hefore his deatn in 1937 he had written nearly two dozen in this
vein, These are scattored through three collections: Midnight House and Other
Teles (1510), The Boast with ¥ive Fingers ond Other Teles (1928) and lioods apd
Tenses (1932), (The best are to be found in the second title, which is happily
the least rare of the trio.) Hence, though his name is familiar to many readers,
Williem Fryer Harvey yet gains mention in this series ans & forgotten creetor of
ghosts becuause the bulk of his writings remains relatively unknovm.

Irobubly the most striking characteristic of his supernatural fiction
is ito widely diversified nature. As a rule, when dealing with e sgpecialized
field, an ruthor oxpresses himseif in a single and individual thematic fashion
which varies-=-if at all-=-but mildly, end then usually in chronological 8 e~
quence, Thus we have come to associate with Bluckwcod a psychic tale having a
subjective turning-pointj with Hodgson ond E, F. Benson, one firmly rooted in our
everyday physical world end hinging most often on the objective; with Lovecraft,
a2 wedding of modern space - time concepts to traditional legendery beliefs, And
Benson's precccupation with spiritualism, a&s well as Lovecraft's early experi-
mentution vith Poesque and Dunsonian forms, are variations conforming to recog-
nizable curonological pntterns, Horvey, on the other hand, runs the gamut of
ghostly extremes, Ho secems oqually at home at nll times in a story of frighten~
ing ccincidenco, one featuring an authentic speotre, or in a fragment of pure
fantagay. On the surface this would appear to smack of a dilettante's debbling,
but perusal of his work shows it to be of expert conctruction and of unques-
tioned merit,

such literary dexterity complicates a critic's task. As a result, the
most thut can be said about Harvey's themes is that they as & rule show deriva-
tion from rorms of tradition, and that their force of presentation can be traced
to under- rather than overstatement, Reasons exists also to suspect that the
author was somewhat fond of the "surprise ending". It would be risky tn venture
mors gcneralities than these.

Since a writer's style is so oftcen intimately associated with its ex-
ploitation of an individual thome, it is naturnlly rathor difficult to typify
this one preciscly. In genoral, howcver, ono notas froodom from fleamboyence and
artificiality, £nd a quiet naturalnecss that reflects the mind of a mnature story-
teller wno ie keenly awere of his readers' reactionsj the narration is circum-
stantinl ond metter-of-fact, sansoned with objective figures of speech.  Harvey
employs adjectives frugally, achieving lightness and modornity of texture with-
out sacrificing a so0lid litcrary scaffolding in his prose. If pressed for com-
parison with other workers in the fiold, T would nominste tho fellow English-
pan A. M. Burrage as showing closest similarity, though ono can detcct ulec sty-
listic cchoes of Z. F. Bonson and Waltor do la lare,.

Receuso of the few rocognizable chronologicel tronds apperont in Har-
vey's woird fiction his storics arc most ozsily clessifioed according to their
subject-mattcr. When this has been done, thoy aro found to fall into five groups,
which, whilc moro or less distinct, ncvertholcss cannot bo tormed wholly dis=-
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crete, for members of each may sometimes be regarded as the intervening divisi-
onal caps.
I1

The first of these groups comprises those tales where there is not only
no direct reference to the supernatural, but where it need not necessarily be in-
troduced to explain the phenomena describod, The fact that they exist in close
proximity to stories whero thu supernaturel is undoniably present, as well as
that supernormal agencies might conceivably be postulated to account for the ev-
ente depicted, however, leads to consideration of such tales here, ‘They may be
referred to as gtories of coincidence, and if this definition is understood to
include such & work ag "The llonkey's Paw" of W. W. Jacobs, it becomes irmediato-
ly obvious why they warrent discussion.

br, inrvey wrote seven tales of this variety: "August Heat," "Tho Fol-
lower," "Unwinding," "Six to 5ix-Thirty," "Full Circlo,' "Mrs. Ormorod" and "Mid-
night Housc." The firast is of course the most widely knowm, and is alsc probab-
ly the best, On a hot August day on artist is suddenly inspired to produce a
hurried sketch. It depicts & condemned criminal in the dock justafter the judge
hes pronounced sentence-~--a fat, bold fellow, gripping the rail with his short,
clumsy fingers, his expressinn one of hopelegsness and collapsge, After finish-
ing the drawing, the artist sets out on an aimless walk, letting his steps lead
him whers they may, iaving proceceded some miles he feels impelled to enter a
ncar-by monurnent-cuttor's workshop, sand therc mests the ovmer, whois putting the
finishing toquches to the inscription on a marble tombstone; t he name engraved
there is the artist's own, with the birthdate correctly given-e~and the one of
his death nawed as today's. The marble cutter (who is immediately recogniszable
as the subject of the mysterious sketch) can furnish no explanation for the co-
incidenco, heving never met the artist, and having chosen the name and dates at
random for a semple monument. Detcrmined to avoid all encounters that might make
his death materislize, the artist deecides to remain with his new acquaintance for
the remainder of the evening, and the two men await the hour of midnight, talk-
ing listlessly.s..

It is after elevon now, I shall be gone in less
than an hour,

But the hent is stifling,

It is enough to send a men mad.

ne cannot deny that "August Heat" is ably written, und that technically it is
suite ingenious. The story's cleim to being considored supernatural lies not so
-veh in the double coincidence described, of coursc, &s in the individual read-
or's interpretation of its fascinating suspended climex. The author has beon
very careful to avoid divulpging his ovm particular prefcrencoe---granting that he
h:d ong-=--which is preciscly why tho work has attained a success comparing fave
ormhly with that of Stockton's "lady or the Tigor?," vhich depends on a similar
litarary dovicc. Tt is worth noting that Hervey's vory charactcrs maintain the
dsaired uncertainty to the tals's cnd, whoro the artist writos tho cloverly am-
biguous statcrient quoted abovo: "I shall be gone in less than an hour," Gon- from
the house! Or---dead?

"The Follower" and "Six to Six-Thirty" have slighter coincidental bas-
es, and merit no extended discussion, The theme of coincidence met with in "Mid-
night Housc" is not distastefully mingled with atmospheric horror, treating as
it does the strange aura vwhich clings about an isolated rural inn., A traveller
who stops there one night is troubled by fearful nightrares, sensing "a spirit of
ovil abroad, an ugly, horrible spirit...trying to enter the house"” which forms &
lurid background for his dreams. 'That very night a new=born child there dies but
o half-hour after birth, "Unwirding" guins nmore than passing wmention simply be-
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cause it skirts telepathy as a possible explanation for certain odd events that
arise from ar innocent parlor gamej the encountering of such a topic, considered
akin to spiritunlism during the first decade of the century (when the story was
composed ), throws an interesting sidelight on Hurvey's use of the latter in oth-
ers of his works which will be cited luter, "lrs. Ormerod" deals with the influ-
ence of n strange housckeeper on her employers, and of the teles so far noted
ndmits moet easily of a purely mundane explanation. The climax of "Full Circle,"
where a Jructical joke turns out to have & sinister rather than a hwaerous de-
noumont, is excollently contrived; indeced, this atory, noxt to "August Heat," is
is probably the outstanding in thc group.

sinca none of theso teles is poorly written, roador - rcaction seems to
be wholly a function of individunl preference. If one enjoys fiction where the
author does not suggest an explanation of the climax, he will experience pleas-
ant entertainment; hut, to those who dislike an amount of vepgueness greater than
that usually encountered in the everage unequivocally supernatural tale, better
fare cen be found elsewhere in Frofessor Harvey's worl, "This critic is inclined
to join tho lattor group, feoling that tho object of an suthor in this fgenroc
should bo the production of a dofinite shudder, and not merely 2 mild mentel ti-
tillation. Tho shuddor is lasting, but thc titillation is not.

00t

The next group of tales is characterized by the fact that while no
reference to & supernatural agency as such is ever made, this agency seems 80
strongly hinted ms to be inescapahle. To admit that coincidence alone is re-
gponsible for the events which occur would bhe manifestly incorrect. Indced, somo
of tho very charactors onc mocts brc suspiciously of the ghostly varioety, though
thoy nover esscrt thoir spoctral naturo in forthright torms.

The four storios in this catagory aro "Samho," "liss Avonal," "Petor
Lovisham" and "The Heoart of tho Fire."  "Poter Levisham" is tho lcest distin-
guished, but is intorosting in that it bridges th. gap bctwoon thosec and the oncs
of the firast grounjy the element of coincidence is present, but the supernormal
is accentuated, a mundane explanetion heing almost completely edged out of the
picture. "Sembo" tells of a 1little Engliah girl who is sent an Africen doll.
Its influence causes her to neglect her other toys, although she loves them and
hotes the neucomer. Sambo's influence preveils, however, and she finally burns
her othor dol’'s., Hor father witnesses this act, and learns thet shc fears Sambo
and cannot hclp horscli. Aftor being takon to tho British Musoum in an cffort
to dotorminc its naturc and origin, thc manlovolent doll is myscteriously stoloen,
only to turn up leter in an Africen oxpedition., Harvey handles the thome unugu-
ally well, turning the child-motif to his advantapge with a deft avoidance of
cloying sentiment.

iven more effoctive is "Tho Heart of the Fire." The koepcr of a lonely
inn murders & chance night puest for the money he carrioes, burying the body be-
noath the hcearthstono of the fireplace. As he grows older, he becomes more and
rore ohgossed with tho boliof that hig only safety from supcrnatural raovengo lies
in never allowing the flames there to die, and eventumrllv, &8s o0ld age is upon
him, he reuminsg always in the roory, seldom stirring from his fireside chair, One
day he overhears that it is intended, after his death, to take do'm the chimney
and pull up the heearthstone; seized with fright, he sinks to the floor, unableto
move or speak aloud. Gredually the fire dies, and as the last spark diseppears
there coues a sharp doublo knock on tho door, cven as whon the murdered stranger
first oarrived, The guilty inunkceper cries out in wortal terror, and sinks back
notionless upon the cold hoarthstonoc.... Snturating this tolec is a cortain inox-
orcblo faoling of fnto itsclf lying in vmit, ond the charactor of its luckless
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victim, who progressively becomes mors morose and taciturn, eventually losing
himself in a morass of Calvinistic gloom os he sees his fortune slip away and his
family disintegrate around him, is excellently portrayed.

Of these four stories, "Miss Avenal" is surely the best. It describes
the experience of a woman acting as & nurse-companion to ma Miss Avenal, who al-
legedly is recovering from the offects of a nervous breakdovm, The two live
alone togetner on the moors, with only g small village near by, Gradually the
patient becomcs less weak, more active, and no longer spends sloepless nights,
Conversuly, thc nurse progressively dovelops & drcamy lassitude, falling asleep
during tho day and remaining holplessly awake at night. In queer daydrcams she
seems to follow MMiss Avenal's voice dovm long corridors of black marble, or along
gloomy avenues of clipped yews., lventually her malaise becomes complete and she
loses consciousness, to awaken deys later among friends &t her native town; her
strength and beauty are gone, end she is left hmunted by strange visions which
she recognizes as the memories of Miss Avenal herself, It would be a mistake to
regard this story as one of metempsychosis: it ig, of course, & varisant on the
vampirism theme---and a most notowortny one indeed. In Dr. Harveoy's hands famil-
jar subjoect-metter is cleverly transmuted so thut whaet treditionally hinged on
a physical concept has been made to depend upon a nsychical one. The atmosphere
is maintained with skill from beginning to end, and the characterization is acute-
ly real, iliss Avenal is to this critic a far more frightening entity than the
widely-praised creations of Stoker, Polidori and Prest; and stories in & similar
vein---guch us The Parasite of A. Conan Doyle---are simply not in the same class
ns Harvey's work., That "liss Avenal"” should be so little known to connoisseurs
of supornaturel fiction is as puzzling es it is deploreble.

Thero igs o strikingly closc thematic similerity between the stories in
this proup and thosc writton by enother modern mastors...

Ghosts, it is advanced, oither do not exist at all,
or else, liko the stars at noonday, thoy cro therec_cll tho
time end it is wo who cannot sco thom... This ' lasti is the
ghost-belt that never asserts its spectre, but leaves you in
no doubt of his presence... Nobodv...has not sometimes sur-
mised the existence of a class of beings of a composition so
unstuble, vet of so plausible an exterior, that they are
hardly known to have been ghosts till they have passed, To
sore of us those arc the most disturbing simulacra of all,
not because they contredict neturs, but because they actually
join hands with it. Surely that voico vas a roal voice, that
touck a ronl touch? That that passed us in the twilight just
now, surely that was substoance vnd not shadow?

So writes Oliver Onions in his "Credo" (Collected Ghost Stories, page ix et pas-
siz). And thus it is with !Miss fvenal, the horrible Peter Levisham and the doll
Somhos only after they have passed from our ken do we realize that we have in-
deed met with things which ere not ell that they seem, those who are not the
Real Peopls. :

IV

The third proup of William Fryer Harvey's teles is fundamentally an ex
tension of the second. Hore the supernntural agencies ore directly referred to
in tho fictional structure, but they nevortholcss cun be characterized only by
the effocts of their actionss the cuthor is still content tec kecop his otherworld-
ly croations in tho wings of the thenter, out of sight of his audionce and fre-
quently ovoen those on the stage itsolf,



280 FANTASY COMMENTATOR

Three of the six stories to be found here have & lesser or greater der-
ivation from spiritumlistic subjects. "Two and a Third" deals frankly with the
results of a seance. In "Sarah Bennet's Fossession" one meets a woman unconsci-
ously influenced by the soul of her dead husband, who led a wicked and profii-
gate life, "Miss Cornelius" is an ingenious account of a woman who is responsi-
ble for poltergeist-like manifestations, and of how she activates th o se about
her; its developmont bears cortain rosemblances to that of the author's non-su-
pernatural "Double Demon,"

Both "The Dabblers" and "The Ankardyne Pew" warrant more thaen pass-
ing mention, not only hecause they are two of Harvey's best efforts, but becuause
they bonr the unmistakeable influence of li. K, James. This is manifested less
by the first of the peair, which involves survival of a juvenile bluck mass in a
echiool which wes once a monastory possessing an ovil reputations here the simi-
lority is more in the realm of theme, for the style and treatment are very muci
Hurvey's owum,  The likeness of "The Ankardyne Pew" to James' work is too obvi-
ous to be overlouoked, however; its subject-matter, treatment and style are sll
strixingly reminiscent of the late Provost of Titon. The story is told by ex-
tracts frowm icttors and a diury, & favorite James device, and takes place in typ-
ically Jamesiun faghion some thirty yeers bofores; it is told, morcovor, by one
who ectually participnied in the events. Its sole differing femature is a some-
what conventional religious interpretation of an encounter between forces of good
and of evil--~though such a circumstance could be construed as echoing the two
instences vhere Jaumes used relipion as a foil agninst the supernatural,

In the Ankardyne House lives the nole survivor of what was once a pop-
ulouz family, well known about the countryside. She is & woman of seventy-five,
gentle and wild-mannered, being indesd the very opposite type of personality to
her deceased relatives, who wore notorious for thoir intemperance, lack of fidel-
ity end domincering ways. Miss Ankardyne has roumlized for years that her house
is hnunted by something very horrible connectod with pain end fire and a bird;
but she has felt pily for it, and by continuing to dwell there feels she is liv-
it down, for the manifestations are hecoming weaker as each season passes, The
hauntings ure charncterized by vegue cries, "sometimes & human cry with something
bird-like in it", heurd both within and without the houses and inhabitents of the
plece frequently avaken with a sensetion of burning eyes and & sharp pain in the
tongue. hat couses these phenomena is eventually discovered by means of a hyp-
notic vision seen by a chance visitor and through tne finding o an anonymous ac-
count of the incident itself written in en eighteenth century book., Young Fran-
cis Ankardyne, insanely enraped because his favorite cock lost a fight when blas-
phemously watched writh another in the family church pew, cursed the bird and
burned out its cyes and tongue with a red-<hot wire, Continuing his usual fren-
zied course of life, he gradually succumbed to an impediment of speech resembling
« cock's crow, and eventually suffered progressive loss of sight; in the end he

killed by a holting horsoc who took fright at his voice during a hunt.

A beautiful oxample of how a supornatural tale mey be built upon hints

nggestive understatomont is to be found in "The Clock." It is brief, and
1 in the first porson. A woman promisos her friend to go to the lattor's home
on @ visit to the tovm whoro it is located and bring back a travelling clock
thke friend accidontally loft bohind on departing for & summer vacation., She lots
hersulf into the houso, which is desortod and shuttcrod barring the roturn of its
occupants, and cxploros the darkencd corridors and rooms, The object of her
search is not on the first floor. iscending to the second, she unlccke the doois
of the rooms there, relocking each after examination, In the last chamber, tick-
ing away on tle mantelpiece, is the clock, For twelve days the house has been
shut and tenentleoss-=-but the clock has but recently been wound, On impulse, shs
bolts ths bedroom door behind her. The closets are empty. Nothing is under the
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bed. And all the while the clock's ticking echoes louder and louder through the
rusty silllness. Can she brave the queer feeling in her thromt, run back dowm
the dim corridors to the hall below, and fumble for the front - door latch in the
derlness? As the fear that she cunnot assumes sickening certainty, a noise is
L R was very faint at first, and seemed to be coming from the

stairs., It was & curious noise---not the noise of enyone

climbing the atairs, but...of something hopping up...like a

very big bird would hop. I heard it on the landings; it stop-

ped. Then thero was uw curious scratching noise against one

of *the bedroom doors, the sort of noise you can make with the

nail of your littlo finger scratching polished wood, What-

over it wag, was coming slowly down the corridor, scratching

at the doors na it went,

Unoble to beer the suspense, the woman opens the window, throws back the chut-
ters, and uanages to leap dowm to the outside lawn unhurt., After running to the
road she looks bock, suddenly reelizing that she has left the sash open behind
her. DBut a single glance shows that it is now shut.... The chilly fseling that
this imparts to the reader is exmctly as potent as the ones produced by "The Bad
Iands" of John Metcalfe and H. R. Vfakefield's "Blind J®n's Buff," aswell as Har-
voy's owvm finest tele which will be cited lator in detail,

\

‘The three stories to bo found in the noxt eroup are more straightfor-
ward and convontional, In ooch cesc the ghost is actually seen,and plays an im-
portant rolc, Onc is eawars of him from the outsct in both "The Beast with Five
Fingers" and "The Devil's Bridge"; in "Across the Moors" the revelation of his
identity constitutes the tale's climax,

"The Beast with Five Fingers" is probably too well known to require
any paraphrasing here, It deals, of course, with the theme of 2 supernaturally
animpted hand which has been severed from the body of a dead man. Such subject-
motter is by no means new: one can trace it back with certrinty to La kiain En-
chantéde (1855) of Gerard de Nervel, who claimed to have found the story in Belle-
foust's Llrapic Histories, considered one of the sources of Hamlet. Although Har-
vey's work lucks the sardonic humor which de Nerval employed so well, it is nev-
orthcless more integrated and artistically finished than was his French predo-
cagsnr's, Its main feult, porhaps, lies in the somewhet hland reaction this hor-
rihile entity inspiros in thoso who view it; the characters in "The Beast with Fivo
Fipgsrs" nover snem sufficiently awed by what to thom, es matorialists, should be
a ctark violation of tho world's naturnl order, Apert from this, thc tzlo war-
ronts littlo criticiam; it is well constructed, logicnlly doveloped, and provides
onc with a plursantly grucsome climax.

50 closcly doea "Acrose the Moors" follow the prosnic coursoof o Goth-
ic ghicet story thnt not even < surprisc onding can rescuo it from the limbo of
the ordinary. The plot is simplet: Returning home one cvoning by a loncly moor
pith, & governess meets a clergyman who is wmlking in her direction, and, glad of
a travelling companion in the gathering derlmess, accompenies him, In the ensu-
ing conversation he tells her of an experience he once had in similar circum-
stences. YWhile meditating upon & coming sermon, he mot & ragged stranger w h o
asked him the time; he answered, "Five to nine," seeing too late by ths men's ex-
prossion that the request had becn ¢ ruse,...

",estrithout a word o warning he was upon mne., I felt nothing.
A flash of lightning ren down my spine.... For a minute I lay
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in perfect happiness watching the lights of the house as they
increased in number until the whole heaven shone with twink-
ling lamps,

"T could not have had a more painless death.,"

And on looking up the governess finds herself once more alone. She runs to the
house in terror, entering the hall in time *to hear the stairway clock strike the
hour of nine.

"The Daevil's Bridge" is not, strictly spenking, a ghost story. In the
broad senss of the word it is a supernatural one, but since its otherworldliness
does not hinge on the malevolent, one would probably best label it a fantasy.
To ronder this tale in precis and still retain its peculiarly effective flavor
would be a difficult tusk---one one which this writer has no intention of at-
tempting. The theme is familiar even to the casual follower of the outre: a pact
with the devil, Obviously, then, to produce o fable of ncear~classic level-=-a s
this one unquecstionably is=-~thoro must be a primary depondanco upon characteri-
zution and etmosphere, and thcse Harvoy menages with the utmost dextority. Lost
exvmples of bergoing with the devil are either of the Faust variety---with the
hopless mortal petitioning heaven in vein as his end approaches, and being seiuz-
ed by & kurlovian satan on the final page---or else of o homier ¥ind, wherein
peasont wit is able to triumph over 0ld Scratch by capitalizing on s ome clever
technicnlity., ©Serious und sywpathetic trentment hns seldom been meted out to the
ruler of the nether regions. This being the cuse, "The Devil's Bridge" is 2 most
welcome nddition to Satanic liternture. Horvoy hes sketched the rural French
boeckground cdmirnbly, und cast ageinst it, his doevil guins in reclistic  stature
by sharing witl: its people some of their owm very human frailties. He is not
hendsome. but disfigured by 2 puckering faciel scar; he amccomplishes the building
of & bridge by the swoat of his brow ruther than with muttered spells; and in his
very entrance into the tiny community's life---amid e pelting rain--~he remarks,
“It's only the blesced saints thut can ford bridgeless streams dryshod." His use
of supernatural forces is marked always by a guiet rather than & melodramatic
touch, and such characteristics moke him a far more believable Satan than those
one usually encountoers in fiction,

VI

The lest remaining groups of tales are small, each contributing but
two stories to darvey's total. The first division, which embraces thomes of non-
supernaturul horror, is less iwportant, and necessitotes only pnssing mention,
The macabre ncturo of "Doaf rnd Dumb" and "Tho Tortoise" is intercsting in that
one may relate it to Villiers de I'Isle Adam and the conte cruel school;but Har-
vey is undistinguished in this vein, folling far short of even the mediocre ef-
forts of its French exponents.

The sixth and last group offers fiction which tends toward the mysti-
cal, "Shepards and ¥ings," the only outrightly allegoricel tale so far encoun-
tered, veers sharply into a themc of religious mvsticism in delineating the ex-
perience of a dying Now Zealand soldier of World far I. The subject is disarm-
ingly hendled, and carrios a general rather than a secularized appeal.

nduittedly the claassification of "The Tool" us & story of mysticism is
open to question; possibly it would be bettor placed initho third major grouping
of the author's fiction which has alroady bein doscribed. However that may bo,
it ncvortheloss improssos this critic as being the finest story William Fryor
Horvoy hos written, It is told in tho first porson by a curate, and describes
his strange exporicnco during a Sutmer wolking trip in Devonshire. One day,
viile nlono on e wido expanso of moors, ho cncounters o largo isolatod wound of
shiclo, and simultenoously oxpericncos o strong fooling of ropulsion, o&n innor
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warning to go away from the spot. But reason triumphs over fear, and he proceeds
past the mound. On its farther side is the body of & dead man, The nearest con-
stabulary is in a town ten miles eway, and thence the curtte diracts his steps.
On arriving there he discovers that it is not Saturdey (es he supposes), but
Sunday. How can an entire day have been blotted from his recollection? By a
cautiously-managed conversation with the landlady at the inn he discovers that
his misaing day is the precoeding Vednosdey, spent at that very plece. Much dis-
turbed, thc man decides to bed that night at this same inmn. Before retiring he
discovers in & book there an illustration showing a winister gnzing down et the
body of a oyrian sailor he has just murdered, and the pose is dis turbingly rem-
iniscent of his own that afternoon on the lonely moor, The sickening suspicion
that there muy be an oven closer similarity between fiction and fact than he
iz consciously aware of is his lust thought before faelling usleep. The sun is
high in a clear sky when he awikes, and in the reassuring light of day he reax-
cines the tooks but no trace of the jllustration which haunted him is to be
found. Heartoncd, he revisits the moorlaend spot by the shale mound, and upon
finding no truce of a dead body beccomes convinced that he has been suffering from
a gsort of haliucination, But that evecning et the inn he leerng *that the day is
not llonday, but Tuesdny---nnother twonty-four hours hes vinished from his ken by
gome uncinny moons. Moro, on lionday he wes sovn to set out for the moor with a
gpedo in hund, es thouerh to hury somcthing; end on cereful oxamination tho illus-
trotion in the book that worricd him is scen to have becen carofully torn from the
binding.... Convinccd that hc is unconsciously guilty of murder, thc curato
gives himsolf up to the polico, who discover the buricd body ncertho shalo mound
and conncet him with the crimo., Mventually he is committed to an asylum for the
criminally insane, where he writes his story....

The world, I consider, is governed by God through
a nhiermarchy of spirits...some greater and more wise than cth-
ers, and to each is given his awppointed task. I suppose that
for some rc¢ason, which T may never know, it was necessary for
that sauilorman to die. It mey have been necessary for his
salvation that he should die in a certain way, that his soul
at the last night be purged by sudden terror, I cannot say,
for I was only the tool. The great and powerful (but not
all-powerful) spiri% did his work as far as concerned the
sailor, and then, with a workman's love for his tool, he
thought of me. It was not needful that I should remember
vhat T had done-~--I had been lent by fGod, as Job was lent to
datan---but, my work finiehed, this spirit in his pity took
from me all memory of my deed. Put, as I seid before, he was
not omnipotent, and I suppose the longing of the brute in me
to see mgnin his handiwork guided me unconsciously to the
bank of the shale on the moor, though even atthe last minute
I had felt something urging me not to go on. That and the
chunce roading of an idle...story had bsen my undoing; and,
wsnen for the second time I lost my memory, and some power
outside myself took control in order to cover up the traces
before I revisited the scenc, the issuo of cvents had passod
into other hands.

Somotlmes I find mysolf wondoring who that sallor
was and what his lifo had becoen,

Nobody Ilmows.

It is, of coursc, typical of Harvey's eortistry to furnish two possiblo explana-
tions for the phenomenon: is the curatc & simple case of insanity---or is there
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more to our world than meets the eye? Since each possibility is equally stress-
ed, the choice is up to the reader. JUnquestionebly this adds to the stature and
effoctiveness of "The Tool," which probably best exemplifies the author's talent
for the dually interpreted climax,

VII

(utaide of the popularity gained by "August Heat" and "The Beamst with
Five Fingers" Harvey's work has bcen accorded little critical recognition, Nei-
ther Darothy &carborough's Supernatural in Modorn gnglish Fiction nor H,F. Love-
craft's Supernatural Horror in Literature so much as mention these two tales, to
say nothing of the author's othors, As ample evidence exists to show tnat both
of these critics were well aware of Harvey's efforts, such neglect is difficult
to excuse. Newspaper reviewors of Midnight House and Moods znd Tenses eppear to
have been favorably impressed with the stature of his fiction, but somehow their
enthusinsu was nover shared by either the public at large or that smaller group
within it which revels in tales of the unoasy. With the publication of the auth-
or's third volume, however, ho came into his own in no uncortain fashion, Doubt-
lcss the immonse popularity and wido enthologizing of the titlo trlc in The Beast
with Five Fingerg cen bo hold rosponsible. In any event, the hook saw countless
reprintings in many editions, and initiated republiication of histwo earlier ¢ol-
lections. 7To "The Beast with Five Fingers" can likewise be tracedan adverse efs
fect: 2o much attention has been focusszed on this story thet Harvey's others have
not received their due acclaim. It is unjust to cite this as the only mitigating
circumstance, howeveri tho subtlety and indirection of plot dovclopment of many
vould be bound to appoal loss to the goncrel roading public than thoso following
forthrighlt and conventional patterns.,

Their wide varicty hindors accurete comparison of Harvey's storics ac-
cording to quality. Choosing of the hottor oncs is not difficult,but to lino up
those in one=-two-throc order would involve considcrablo exercise of individual
tastec., "Tho Tool," "Tho Ankardyne Pew," "Miss Avenal," "The Clock," "The Dev-
il's Bridge" end "August Heat" all belong in the very first rank of supernatural
fiction, Flacing "The Tool" in first place has been no easy choice, for praise-
worthy qualities of its companions are but slightly inferior; but, after careful
consideration, it geems to this writaer that it is the one which best combines a
unique plot with an admirable stylistic vehicle. To split hairs and list the
remsining five stories in ordor of merit would bo an all but impossible task, for
they ars liternlly abreast of one another in quality,

a possible influconce of Oliver Onions and & certain influence of lis R.
Jomes on Harvey's prosc has olroady been noted. As far as this critic is able to
judge, the stemp of no other writer of the eupernaturecl can be clearly discerned
thers. It ic truve that Walter de la lare, Tdith Vharton, A. 1. Burrage end sev-
eral others heve produced similar cloakings of the themes encountered here o r
ones closeoly tkin to themjy but if there were no others, chronological barriers
alone would be sufficiont to prevent closer identification of these authors with
Harvey. 4nd complicating any litorary comparison is of course the author's am-
bidextority, his successful toyings with so many troeatments of the outrc.

Similerly, these factors oporntec against ettempts to point out more
modorn autliors who might havo bocn influoncod by Harvey. This critic feels that
he can safely commit himself in only a single instance: it seems quite certain
that Clark acshton Smith's "Return of the Sorceror" shows derivation from "The
Beast with IFive Fingers." That his other influences on workers in the field are
t00 minor to be percaived is genuinely regrettable, for along with James, Black-
wood, Lovecraft, de la lare and Vakefield, Willium Fryer Harvey--~almost forgot-
ten creator of ghosts though he may be---yet ranks emong the half-dozen greatest
supernatural writers of the twentieth century,
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CHANKING, uark

White Python

London: Huichinson & Co,y Ltd., 1934. 2880p. lg%cm.. 2/ 6as.
Fhiludelphie: J. B, lippincott Co., 1934, 320pp, 1%cem. $2.00.
ILondon: Hutchinson & Co., 1935, 286pp. 19%cm. 3/6.

Svnontic review: White Python should provide a feust royal for both the lover
of the supernatural and for one who likes other types of fantzsy as well, for it
ig » novel thut one can review with only the greatest of enthusiasm, Fundamen-
tally it ie concerned with the supernaturnl, treating & theme of ancient serpent
worship, end being replete with many phases of Crientsl occultism. Ths hero findgs
himsclf an elly of Tibetian ndopts, @ partaker in megical rites; and so convinc-
ingly hus the wuthor woven his ntmcogphere that the recder finds himself belicving
the truth of thc atreange phenomenn that pass before his wind's eye.

Benecth 2 blue laka rumored to be bottowless 1lies an endless series of
caverns within which lives a forgotten rtce of men---men blind from ages of sub-
terrancan living, who worship & great white serpent. This serpent is a living,
nungry god, receving humen smcrifices at periodic intervals.,

There is an ancient prophecy, and the hero is identified with the man
mentioned therein es coming ruler of this undervorld---an’ underworld destined
(if ithe rrophecy is realized) to spread its rule through all the lands sbove the
surface, he meets the woman prophecied to be his bride, the vriestess Gynia-=-
Gynia of swift-changing mords, who clujms to have lived centuries, verscd in an-
cient ovil, who revels in the cmbrece of the forty-foct serpont and dances nudo
with serpentine grace hefore its altar while it crushes its victims to death,Ef-
forts to save from sacrifice a ceptured English aviatrix, whose plane has been
forced down in & nearby Himalyan valley, coupled with a psychic duel between the
high priesi of the serpent and v monastery llama, bring White Fython to a ter-
rific and catastrophic conclusion.

Never once, during all the intrigue end counter-intrigue, does Chanring
permit the aura of the supernaturel to fande, and never does the plot's tension
slacken. celdom have the supernatural end exciting =ction been so neatly inter-
voven, so that it is hard indeed to understand why a hook of this gquality should
have failed to receive greater accleim from fantasy lovers.

——-—Thyril L. Iadd .

ee=000===

The ¥ar Future of Science-Fiction---continued from puge 275

roluced Tyrannoseurus to a carrion-eater is & decided threat. As for the legend-
-~ civilizations, Atlentis and its ilk should go by the beerd, and magic Egypt
he frirly well discredited, There would still be room for stories ahout *he
quasi-civilizations thet must have existed in the lost eges, and romancers could
éress theom up for any render-audience that might yet remein beclward-looking
rothier thnn forward=-locking.

60, Temponputice: Like dimensionnl stories, temponautical tales nre
unlikely ever to bo put to the test, but glossing o w e r meens by which time-
trewvelling is rccomplished will become more difficult-~-as it clroady has. (Pros-
ent-dcy time toles which offer no explanntions are relying on readers' acqueint-
anee with Wells' cleasic and the specious stuff ~bout "time ne o stream” of fif-
teen years ago.) Of course, one-vmy travel from past to future presents no ser-
jous difficulties, oand mey even bte actuslized. The old-fashioned tem p o tale
wherein one visits the past or sees the future but is unable to change it wiil

(concluded on page 301)
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Wollheim, Donald A., editor

The Fortable Novels of Science
New York: The Viking Press, 1945, 737pp. 17cm. 2.00.
Further information: This omnibus volume reprints four novels, unabridged: "The

Shadow out of Time," by H. P. Lovecraft; 0dd John, by Olaf Stapledon; Defore the
Devm, by John Taine (Zric Temple Pell); and The first Yepn on the lloon, by F.GWells,

Synoptic review: Leading newspaper criticas got to this anthology first and gave
it such a thorough hiding that scionce-fiction fan circlea, perhaps overawed by
the sophisticated air of the professionals, heve put up but a weak defense., It
is therefore a plemsure for me to state omphatically that The FPortable Novels of
Sciznce is the best book of science-fiction to eppear in 1945, 1Indeed, it would
Ye en important hook in any year,

One critic went so far as to call Wollheim a "liternry pretender." If
this phrase cturries its usual innuendo, it is e telling tip-off to the state of
mind of the literary elite. For the closest the editor came to offending thi=
class was the mild remork in his oponing introduction: "These lines must also
servo to introduce a branch of literature which has boon curiously neglected by
anthelogists and other studonts of world litorature." Moro than a little discon-
certed unen harkham House brought to light first-class supernatural fiction pre-
viously unknown to them (and naving begrudgingly to edmit that at least H,F.Love-
has "somethin; on the ball"), professional reviewers ere in no frame of mind to
be shown up & cecond time, MNather than admit threir elmost complete ignorence of
the field, they prefer to deny the fact that science-fiction can be 1literature
by descrediting its 1945 representative, The Portable Novelg of Science.

in roint of fact Wellheim hes assumed no authoritative tone in his ex-
cellently couposed editorial matcurial on any subject but science-fiction, He
claims spocializod knowlodgo of but a single branch of tho world's diverse 1it-
craturo, Leading critics, on the other hand, tacitly claim woll - rounded backe
grounds of all types of writing; yot they have shovm themsclvos devoid of the
qualifications reeded to appraise wccurately fantnstic literature. Their footing
is excoedingly precarious whon they cry "literary pretcndor!"

It is not so much that the quality of material in this collection is
being directly attacked; no, the criti¢s would have & very rough time of proving
that these efforts of Wells, Stapledon, Lovecraft and Teine are trash. Indirect-
ly, howover, the same effect can be brought about by discrediting the compiler.
It was inevitable that Wollheim should be merdo @ whipping=-boy when he nonchelant-
ly remerked that the supermen wmutation theme was rare, even for pulp writers, and
then to say, "&bout the only major worth-while cfforts from that sector have boen
«+oPhilip Wylic's Gladiator,...Stanley G. Weinbaum's Now Adam, Norvel Poge's "But
Without Horns" and A. E. Van Vogt's §lan. Neerost to the 0dd John quality is J,
D Beresford's Hrmpdonshire ¥londer...." Our "oxports" had probably nover honrd
of any of these novels. They woere scarcely aware that the theme itself existed
in literature. But they knew thet if it did, end to any degree c¢f quality or
quantity, thet it would be too important to disregard. The eaasiest way out o f
the dilemma, of course, was not to admit their owm ignorance, but to lebel Woll-
heim a literary pretender,

That nerroweminded prejudice should blind people to the praiseworthy
quaelities of The Portabloe Novels of Scionce is deplorable. The book is nn admir-
able addition to the Viking portable library: its sclections arc sound, and tho
introductory metorinl woll written and thought out. In ghort, it is a must for
evory oollcctor's sholf, -=-=5am Moskowitz,
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Tips on Tales

by
John C. Nitka

Iex Zhrmann's A Fearsome Riddle (1901): Professor Whitmore, the central char<
acter of this novel, received his doctor's degree from the University of Berlin,
and theroafter spent some time searching through libraries in JZuropean seats of
leurning vbefure refurning to uis native America. Beck in the United States, ho
accepts a professorship in mathemetics--~his specielty---at a southern college.
The profoessor is engrossed by the theory that life itself is governed by a math-
emeticel principle, & definito time-rhythm accounting for animal hebits. He ox-
periments on birds, lower @nimals, and finally upon himself, attempting to adjust
his sleeping period so that hc will aweken ton minutes latcr each day. By using
morphia injections and then chloroform, he oventually rcachcs the point rt which
he sleops just ton minutes short of twenty-four hours a day. If his rcascning is
corrcct, nc is at that point when the body should awake and fall aslerp egain at
the sam> instant---which would mean, of course, that sleep would continue until
the organism died of natural causes. He sleeps~--but when twenty-four hours have
elapsed the professor stirs, and sighs deeply. There was no pulse in bis arm---
he wouid indeed sleep forever.... HBoth the age and obgcurity of Bhrmann's book
meke a little mttention to it timely, but once definitely classed in the fantasy
kingdom my advice is to let A Fesrsome Riddle rcst in peace.

Anne Douglas Sedgwick's Third Window {1920): A veteren of World War I returnsto
his home, picking up the threads oi his former life as best he can. During the
war his best friend has been killed, end he courts thie man's widow, with whom he
had always secretly been in love. But the courtship is hindered by the ghost of
the dead nusband, whose spirit still lingers about. A seance, conducted by the
cousin of the dead man, unnerves the widow considerably, and her nerves start to
disintegrate., One night, by accident or design, she takes an overdose of seda~-
tive and passes away.... This overlong short story, though though mildly in-
terosting as a dilute psychological counterpart of Muthering Heightg, drags very
sadly in spots, and never reaches a high pitch of excitement,

Stanton A. Coblentz' When the Birds Fly South (1945): A group of explorers is
passing through a lonely section of the Afganistan kountains, vhen one of their
nurber h2as a sudden impulse to climb a nearby peak. Enlisting the company of a
compunion, he trudges wearily toward their goal. In & fog which arises suddenly
the tuo men Lscome scparated, and the first explorer's companion manages to reach
the wein partv after fruitless searching. The first, however, brcaks his ankle
and =fter spending & painful night alone on the mounteinside is found by a group
of nutives. ‘Yhov teke him to their settlement, and nursc him back to health, He
steys with this unknowm poople, and eventually falls in love with one of the
girls there. Only through ruses does he finally achieve his goal of marrying
her. He arrived in Spring, and by now Fall has cowe, INysteriously, now, 2]l of
the peopie disuppeer intc thin eir, one by one. The explorer manages to survive
the winter, and with Spring the people reappear again as suddenly as they left.
He remains heppily with his wife end them, but determines that his wife shall
stay witih him whon the the next Winter arrives. His ploadings preveil, and she
romains benind deospite her nstural instinet to be with her people. But after all
havo gono, she pines unhappily, and falls ill, Before Spring she dies. She has
disobeyed the gods of ner calling, and failed to fly south with the birds... A
dreamy, relaxing fantasy, Coblentz' brief novel is one of the brighter spots in
the collector's life. When the Birds Fly South has that same atmospnere that
(continued on page 304)
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The Immortal Storm

A History of Science-Fiction Fandom

by
Sem Moskowitz

(part 4)

During the depression period jobes were extremely difficult to obtain,
so Julius schwartz and Mort Weisinger struck upon the idea of agenting fantasy
stories as a meuns of eerning a living, Weisinger, who had some abilities as an
author, beyen by peddling his own yerns, some of which he eventually sold. The
close contucts the two had with 211 the imvortant authiors and editorgs of the day
(as & result of Fantasy Magazine) soon bore fruit, and it wes not long before no
less a personage than Stanley G. Veinbaum wmas a client of their Solar Sales Agen-
cy. Schwariz and Voisingoer sold virtually ell of the stories that Weinbaum ever
wrots, and the sheaf of corrcspondence concerning them is one of tho most treas-
urod itoms in Schwartz' files todcy. Henry Hasse wos enothor author on their
list, 28 wure P, Schuyler lliller, J. Hervey Hogenrd, Dr. David H. IFellor, Thomas
S. Gordnor and others., It wms through the Solar Svles Agency that Weisinger first
cume in contact with Loo lMargoliocs' comparitively ncw magazine-chain, Standard
Publicationg. And later, when Standard purchased Wonder Stories, events showed
that Margolies had not forgotten the vcung fellow who had continually tried to
sell stories to him. ;

Schwartz tookover the agency himself when !erpgolies left in 1936, and
severnl years latery when newstand fantasy titles were cropping up every month,
his reputation as "science-fiction specinlist" bore fruit, and his buainess be-
came even wore successful., At times, complete issues of science ~ fiction muga-
zines were composed of material purchased from the Schwartz agency. His early
start in the field had geined for him such popular writers as ¥ando Binder, John
Ruasell Fearn, l'anly Yade Wellman, !alcolm Jameson, Leigh Brackett, Ray Bradburv,
David V., Reed, and many, many others., (later fans turned agente~-such as Fred-
erick Pohl, Robert W, Lowndes and Sam lMoskowitz-~-found the pickings leen indeed,
ond tneirs was the harder tnsk of selling the work of new writers,)

shortly aftor tho inceoption of the Scionce Fiction Lengue, Hornig cro-
ated nnother new foature for Wonder Storics, "The Scicnco Fiction Swap Column,"
This column wus composed of odvertisements of fons who hed eanything to buy, sell
or oxchnnge, cnd the ruto charged (two conts ¢ word) ves ominently roasonable,
It wes tarough this medium that mony rendors lecrned that fon magnzines existod,
ond it was the first important meons wvhoreby thosuv fon magerzines could reach the
attention of ne. converts,

he column also encouraged fans to issue their own emateur efforts,and
a number of such publications did epring up as a result, They were mostly of a
a poor grade, however, One wns The Science-Fiction Review, edited and published
by R. l. Hollend, Jr., of Owensboro, FKentucky. Hollend's attempt was juvenile
in almost every respect=---tho format, method of duplication and type of material
varying with every issue. It cun be imegined that the magrzine did not heve a
very large circulation as a rosult. Novertheless, by the timo Hollend reached a
gixth numoor Tho Scicnce=Fiction Reviow wvms at least on intercstirg commentary on
curront nows, and boassted & single worthuhile column, E, H. Lichtig's "Science=
Fiction Film Corment."

However, in November, 1935 one Claire P. Beck of Reno, Nevada adver-
tigod @ publicaiion of his -owm in the Wonder Stories Columm, this also being en-
titled The Science-riction Review. This smwall-sized, four-paged, mimeographed
affair showed no virtue other than neatness, and immediately incurred the wreth
of Holland, who felt he had enough trouble on his hands without the title of his
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mergazine being approprimted. Beck acceded to Holland's request that a chenge be
made, und thereby did himself one of the greatest favors of his fan career, for
he titled his second issue The Science Fiction Critic, thus obligeting himself to
take o criticol view of the field, which he did with e vengeance, The provoco=
tive nature of the articles he publishod mnde his magrzine cn immediate success,
for thore was at thot timo no otlier periodical devoted exclusively to construct-
ive or destructive criticism.  Beck's Critic quickly became noted for both, Ths
second number inaugurated a depurtment conducted by the editor's brother Clyde,
wvho had won an honoruble montion in un Air Wonder Stories contost some six years
back, This deprrtment wms dovoted to "smashing idols end eyesores of science-
fiction, and welding and shaping the fragments into bottor form": the four essays
that resultod woro later compiled into a ncet 1ittlo pumphlet that carricd the
column's heacding, "Hammer and Tongs." Eeck's impartiulity to the feuds of that
time was charuacterized by a display of both the TFG und the SFL emblems, nide b
side, on his mugezine's cover. The Beck brothers, who had acquired a hand press,
turned out their next issue in printed format, and a neatly executed job it was.
Edward J. Carnell's column “"Europe Calling" was added, and an articic by C, Ham-
ilton Bloomer appeared, Bloomer, as we shall ses, was to play tn importznt part
in fandom's history.

holland, meanvhile, vas becoming excccdingly dissstisfied with his Sci-
crce=Fiction Review, and was tiring also of hig attempts to debble in fan feuds
of the day, characterized by an attack on the SFL made more out of friendship for
Y.0llheim thun because of pergonal interest. 7The unrfavorable manner in which his
maguzine cowpared with the Bocks' printed one caused him to suck out means for
hevino The seicnco-Fiction Roview printed also.  The Pecks wero among those con-
tuacted in an cifort to accomplish thisy howover, nothing over came of it, and,
fecling ae couv!:l iiccomplish little of benefit to fandom in his present medium,
Holland finaliyv ceded w©ll rights to The Science-Fiction Review to Wollheim, Woll-
heim turned out &« single corbon-copied number, which is of interest only because
it reforred to The Canadien Scicnce Fiction Fan, produced "by & chap in Vancouv-
ory B. C., whors we lonst oxpected a fen to live! A feir 1ittle magazine." This
constitutes the first and lust mention of what appears to have been the first
Canadizn fan magezine, publighed in early 1936.

Une duy in late October, 1935, a2 number of fansg received what is best
termed a "thing" from Eegt Orance, N, J, It wvms titled The Plancteer, and was
perpetrated by & fifteen-year-old member of the IC5C, James Blish, The publica-
tion consisied of twelve small, readubly hectographed pages, and vms deted Novem-
ber, 1935, It featured a "complete novel" condensed to six pages and accormpanied
by soms unbelicvably crude illustrations. A single pin served as & binder. Just
about the only encourcgoement that Blish reccived vas from Wollheim, who had orig-
inally suggested the title to Astounding Stories as suitable fopa companion mag-
azine., Ackermun termed Rlish's story as "comparable to an O'Leary yaern." And
indeed, Blish did show an above-tverage writing aptitude for his age. Undaunted
by the scunty prtise comping his vmy, and though his finances were meapger, Blish
nevertlicless continued to issue &nd improve his poriodical. Its size was enlarg-
ed and & wimeogreph was procured to duplicate it; Williem Miller, Jr., a fan who
lived nearby, vas added to the staff in the art editor's capacity, and several
columms introduced. By its gixth monthly number The Flenetser wes guite present-
eble, as fen publications go. EBElish's error was similar to that of many other
early fans., He, like them, attoupted to emulats professional publications=-~-and
pade & sorry farce of it., Indocdy Blish once went so far as to purchase froom
Inuronce aanning (n profossional scionce-fiction author) a short story entitled
"y Coal Thicf." The less said ¢bout its quality tho better, but HManning was
pe.id for the tale at & similar rate s that dispensed by Wonder Storics, Such a
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policy was suicidal for a publication which never obteined sufficient subscript-
ions to pay even for its peper.

It was now obvious that in addition to the first stretum o f fandom,
prime. examples of which were the producers of Fantasy lMagazine &and Marvel Teles,
and the second stratum, which centered about the Terrestrial Fantascience Guild
and the Internationnl Cosmos Science Club, yet a third fandom wes forming., This
renked below the other two in power and importance, end was composed largsaly of
very young fens, who, despite undeveloped talents and little support, were inde-
ponduntly winded enough to rofuse to merge their idontities with moro oxperionced
groups., Buock ond Blisi, with their Science=Fiction Critic ond Planoctesr, werse
typical of the third fendom, and while they et first nppeared to dfift along with
the tide, they and their fellouvs were soon to strike out on their own and become
a major force in fan history.

X1
The SFIL-ISA Showdoun

As 1935 drew to a close, the tunultous strife bettreen the International
Cosmos S5cience Club and the Science IFiction League entered its final stages fol-
lowing the expulsion of Sykora, Wollheim and Michcl from the League roster.

Here it might he propitious to inquire how the ICSC was farirpg in its
rclationships with the professionels generally, VWas it facing a solid bloc of
profossional entagonism? ‘as thc SFL reelly theo bettlo-ground for all the pro-
fossionals against the fans? Tho angwor to both questions is an omphatic No,
Both ¥. Orlin Tromaine and T O'Conor Sloanc, cditors of Wondcr Storigs' major
corpetitors, hed shown far greutor wisdom than Hornig in their relations with
thc organization, When the ICS5C askod Sloane for permission to use an emblem
symbolizing science-fiction that Amazing Stories had used as @ cover illustra-
tion, Sloane could find "no objection." Early in existence Tremaine acknowledg=-
ed & complimentery copy of The International Observer sent him, saying, "I vas
really surprised at the pretentious presentation of your International Cbserver.
It would seem to me that you're coming forwvard us a group, I wish you all the
luck in the world." Thus, with & few simple words, Tremeine puined the undying
gratitude and coopseration of the ICSC, Throughout its existence it maintained
the most cordial relations with Astounding Stories, and in tho latter megazine
news and publicity of the club wes occasionnlly publishead. Tremeine, editor of
a magazine paying the highest retes in the field, hnd everything to gain by hav-
ing Cornsback's shoddy ethics contrasted with his own, but it is doubtful if this
motivatod his r.ctions to any marked extent., It is obvioms how easily and simply
Hornig might have obtmined cooperation from the ICSC instead of firing embers of
hate, A few lines of publicity for the club in his letter column, a more tactful
reply to its querying letter---and the entire history of the Science Fiction
Lengue might have boen markedly changed,

In the moantime Will Sylora, who had always cast an envious eye at Ray-
mond A. Palmer's International Scientific Assaciation, now wrote Palmer, urging
him to sunction & consolidation of the old ISA with the ICSC, particularly since
the ISA had never sounded an official denth-knell, rather remaining in a state of
suspended animation. By absorbing the older group Sykora saw an opportunity to
gain for the ICSC a long, honoruble history, a distinguished name, and unques-
tioned supremacy es the leading fan organization of the time, To Palmer it meant
ridding himself of his obligations expeditiously and honorably, So,- vith its
first anniversary issue The Intermational Observer combined with Coswology and
printed a letter from Palmer, in which the latter announced handing over his club
lock, stock and barrel to the ICSC, Although the International Cosmos Science
Club did not officially change ite title, it everywhere publicized itself as the
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ISA, becoming so well knowvn by this abbrevietion that most fans forgot that there
had ever been un older version of the organization.

with this bit of business consummated, the new ISA prepared to launch
a counterblow aut the SFL for expelling three of its members. For this purposc
they resurrected yet another old-time club organ, The Planet, official publica-
tion of the bcienceors. Its name was changed to The Scienceor, but continuity
with the old volume-numberine wns retained, so that the magazine proved eventu-
ally to be the final issue of The Planet. (Permission to use the old title, it
might be noted, had long since heen obtained by Sykore in his mbortivoc attempt to
revive the ocicnceers prior to formation of the ISA.) It was quite outspokenly
termed "the first political fun megazine," aund, as a slap at the Fantasy Mapgunzine
group, was dedicuted to Allan Glusser, "former editor, knifed in the back by his
'best friend'." The exact incident referred to is obscure, but probably is the
plaigarism incident in which Glasser was involved.

The Scienceer featured sn article titled "The Fall fthe New York Sci-
ence Fiction League," in which Sykera, Wollheim and Michel gave the roeasons for
the local chapter's lack of success, rehoshed apain the story of Gernsback's non-
paymont scandal, and doniod that they had boen guilty of actions treasonous to
the SFL's ideals end purposes, claiming their activities in the fieldas evidence
of their loyalty. To guote from the article--=-

«e+The SFL has only one purpose and that is to continually
broaden the scope &nd popularize the art of science-fiction,
«esIs it treasonous und disloyul to collect from Yonder Sto=-
ries, the backer of the 5FL, what is justly owed? Perhaops it
is ngninst the advancement of sciencce-fictionto permit nuth-
ors to be paid for their vork....

To theso uncomfortable questions poscd by the "outcasts" Charles D. Hornig's re-
nly was not forthcoming. Reoders weore urged to shun the reshuffled chapter of
the New York City SFL, emphasizing its "dictatorial &spects" by inviting them to
join instead the local ISA group, titling it "a fre: man's club."

nad The Scienceer roceived wider distribution, axnd hed its aubject-
matter been vresented with a trifle morerrestraint, the results could have bgen
dapacins to the leaguo indced, The magazine is of further interest in that

there was published the first nfficial announcement of the ICSC's chenging its

name to the International Scientific Association, This information was not even
rnentioned, strangely enough, in the current International Observer=-=--possibly be-
causc the issue was stencilled como time in advance of publication,

all this time Sykora und liollheim had boen regular attendants at meot-
ings of the Irnst New York 3FL chapter, phonomennlly successful offshoot of the
the dormant Erooklyn group and publishers of Arcturus. At one of these Hornig
happened to be present; indignant zt finding expelled members __about, he asked
that they be barred from attending fuuure gatherings. But Sykore and Wollheim,
guite vopular with fans of the time, were dofended by others present, who dcmand-
ed that dornig express his viecws on tho matter morc explicitly beforc they would
consent to ta¥e anvy action. Realizing that he was edgring into the non-payment
angle, however, Hornig wigely did not press his point nor elaborate on his aécu-
sations.

But this was the last straw. The spark had reached the magazine, and
the long-awaited explosion took place. It was without precedent in drame, and
superceded in brute dictatorial force anything the ISA had hitherto resorted to,
The second meeting of the recorgunized New York chapter was in progress, with Hor-
nig presiding, in a New York school room, Suddenly the clumping of many shoes
was hcard, and in burst Sykora and Viollhoim at tho hord of eight other youths
(not =11 science-fiction fans) rccruited from tho streets for rough action if
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necegssary. boykora walked up to Julius Schwartz, a merber of the audience, and
shook a fist under his nose as o gesture of defiance to the Fantesy Magazine
group, Then with the aid of his comrades he chased Lornig from the rlatform.
Producing a gavel of his ovm (one which later became famous, being wielded at
many conventions and fun gatherings), Sykora proceeded to cnll the meeting to or-
der in the nume of the New York branch of the International Scientific Associa-
tion. Such brazen effrontery left the audience too flohhergasted to protest.,
jollheim tuen ascended the platform and vividly outlined his sad oxperionces with
Hugo Gernsvucl, which he vas still in tho procoss of detniling when tho building
superindent-=--probably summoncd by Hornig=--crrivoed and broke up tho authering.

put the blaze uns to leap still higher, The next meeting of the REust
New York chupter found all aegrieved perties present, in addition to nurerous
vigitors., It was a banner &ssembly, Hornig seized upon this opportunity to ex-
pose the culprits. He dealt in detail with the dempdign they had carried on
against lionder Stories through the TFG and the ISA, citing such incidents os tne
anonymous letters from "The Fantesiest" sent to heads of many SFL chapters. He
claimed that the ISA members were not fighting for democracy, but were ectually
ettempting to seize control of the fan world themaelves, But %ollheim's telk at
the dromatic mecting montioned above had evidently proved more effoctive than vas
believed posesiblo. The audionce scarccly gavo Hornipg's telk fair consideration,
Mombors conversed among themsclves, mony not taking the slightest trouble to
listen, so firmly were they convinced that he iras wrong,

Then William Sylkorn urose to give his gide of the dispute. And in a
flash of cowprehension the New Yor) fan world renlized thet the drive against the
Science Fiction Leugue hed changed leadorship, Freviously neutral, 3ykora vas
now in th¢ driver's seat, and wus forcing the bitter cempaign to a short, hard-
fought conclusion., Behind-the-scenes plotting, the grand strategy of the cam-
paign against the League as expressed by the last few numbers of The Internation-
al Observer und The Scienceer, the New York chapter fimsco---all of these were
nov traceable directly to him, He 'ms the mester-mind harnessing Donald Voll-
heim's fighting rhetoric, with his organizing and political abilitios now plain-
ly ovidont, Argument by Argument, Sykora ripped the stlicnt points of Hornig's
appcal to shreds., And tho audience, flroady lonning townrd his views, now swvung
over gn masse,

Thero vas but o single cttempt to hult the ghifting tide o f opinion.
George Gordon Clerk, editor of The Brooklvn Reporter end organizer of the defunct
Brooklyn chapter, rose to throu in his lot with Hornipg's. The ISA had long sus=-
pected him of favoring the ‘Yonder Stories clique, but until then Clark had ex-
pressed his views so cleverly that on one occasion an ISA reviewer had remarked
in The Internationnl Observer that The Brooklyn Reporter did "not seem to show
the slightest control by the 5FL." Now, however, he sided openly wit h Hornig
againgt tne ISA, He slbndored Sylora and Wollheim, his words being so strong
that ‘iollnein threatenad to file suit for slandor if retraction were not made.
¥orcod lator to withdraw his stetements, Clark with this action virtually resign-
cd from fan activity. Though ollheim probably received full credit for driving
en opponent from the field, it should also be remembered that,tas tiring of fan-
dom anyway, so that loss of face was simply the dociding factor.

The forces of Hornig were now in uttor rout, though how complete
his defoat wes vwas not apparent for yet anothor month, At that timo Hornig was
roduced to offering rcinstatoment to Sykora, Vollheim and Michel on condition
they apologize for past offenses. OSykora at first seemed irreconcilable, though
he had been less maligned than Wollheim, who, with liichel, gave serious congid-
eration to the proposal., All three were reinstated et a later date, although it
is extremely unlikely that thoy rnde amends for anything less flagrant than the
breaking up of the New York SFL neeting.
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XIT
The Decline of the SFL and the ISA's Bid for Power

The Februery, 1936 Arcturus announced the dissolution of the Zastern
New York ocience Fiction Lemrue chapter by a unanimous vote of the membership, In
its place was to be a new ormanization, the Independant League for Science Fic-
tion. lembers listed the following remsnns for their action, which was obvious-
ly an aftermatk of the last SFL-ISA clash: First of e£ll, they felt that the SFL
was not altruistic, but purely commercinl in nature, In the sacond placs, it was
a dictatorship headed by a single individual, with no machinery available for his
removal or for the election of new officers, since there was no writien consti-
tution. Thirdly, the reputation of Wonder Stories wue detrimental to any orgtn-
ization it sponsored. Fourthly, such chapter orvans os Arcturus, The Fourteen
Leaflet and The Brooklvn Repnorter geave fuller, more helpful informstion shovt the
League tnan the latter's ovm column in Wonder Stories. And lastly, because three
members had been expclled hefore being given any opportunity to speak in their
own defense, The Tastern Now York chaptor now tormed itself the PBrooklyn League
Tor Science Fiction, is mombers woro Hurold I4irschenblit, Donuld A. VWollheim,
Froderick Pohl, Herman Icvontman, Milton ¥hite, Isracl Brodsky, ilorris Devis, R,
Drucker, Morris illcer, Louis Heynick, Irving losow, WVilliam S. Sykora and Ber-
nard Weldt.

“he Sclence Ficticn rengue hed now lost control of the last import-
ant New York chupter. And in %the Independant Leapue for Science Fiction it had
a bone stuck permanently in its thromat; the newly formed group was a constant
reminder to funs of o tattle the SFL had lost, a sure guarentee that formation of
any new local chupter would he frustr-ted., Despite this, however, progress con-
tinued to be reported from elsewhere in the countrv, end for a short while it
appeared thut the ISA's victory ues local in charuciver, Rut that this was far
from the truth soon hecame evident.

In December, 1935 the SFL granted a charter to a group of Denver fens,
all of active importance, Olon F. Wiggins, Fred J, Walsen end !ervyn Ewsns, l/hen
informed of the details behind the SFL-ISA fracas, however, they rescinded all
Lecgue ties, und applicd for a local ILSF cherter, which was grented. Similarly
the Albany chapter hesded by A. L. Solikewitz, vhich included P, Schuyler !iller
in its rotinue, snd the Nauusgnu chrpter hernded by A J. Aiscnstein 2 lso resigned
from trhe scienco Fiction Lofenua Lhough amell moemborships prevented thceir boing
given charters from the IL3¥, WUhked further progress the orgnnization might huve
made nizningt the SFL is Aebatarle, but in uny cvent strife was broken off, for
with drumatic suddenness Yonder Stceries was sold,

In an effort to counteruct diminiehing circulation, Hugo Gernshack hed
proposed a scheme whoreby readers would rcceivs copies of Wonder Stories direct-
ly from tho company upon remitting the 15¢ cover pricc, thus eliminating the pub-
lisher's losses on uvseless unsold copiss of the mapazine that were roturned from
newstands, But the handful of rcaders who cooperated was insufficient t o keep
the puriodical in existence, even al a slight rrofit, Disappointed. Gernsbrck
cast about for a purcheser whe would take Yonder Storics off hip hands, finally
complsting arrnngements with Ico Iergolies of Bittor Publications, Inc.

For four months during mid-1936 thc futurc of the SFL ves therefore in
doubt, and the very presence of doubt was enough to sever the comparatively ten-
uous links that bound the scattered chapters to the sponasoring home office, Host
of the swaller ones disappecred permanently, and the larger groups---like the Los
Angeles and Chicago chaptera==--morked time anxiously until their new status could
be determined.

Then word came through that Yeisinger, veteran fan and co-editor of
Fantasy lagazine, vms to edit a rejuvenated %ondor Stories. Fansbroathed &« sigh
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of relief. Frovms creased their brows anew, however, when they learned that the
new magazine wes to he titled Thrilling Vonder Stories. Furthermore, Murgolies
was reported to have stated point-blank thut he did not plan on catering to the
active fans, who he claimed were "a loud minority." Dut the SFL would bs con-
tinued, neverthelass,

funs naturally wondorud how this would effect th e Independunt lLeague
for Scioncs Fiction, The ensver wes swift in appecaring, Despite the fact that
the ILSF had no personal arpuuent with the new SFL sponsors, the same aura of
commercialism und dictatorship surrounded the latter organizoiion; therefore, al-
though the ILSF would remein ostensibly at peucs with the SFL, it would continue
its stetue of an nctive, independant body. And shortly therenfter it published
its constitution, It appearcd that fandom had a representative organization at
lnat,

Fridc of the greatcr Now York fans was the monthly publication Arturus.
From the wttrectivoly eartistic covers through to last-puge advertisemonts it was
o poeriodical of nbsorbing interest, "The Circle," by "The Ringmoster," kept fin-
dom informed, in politicael coumientary style, of late developments in the SFI-ISA
strife, as well as on other topical items, The magazine cerried a column of the
most recent ccience-fiction news of Britain, written by Edward J. Carnell, Arti-
cles on early fan magnzines, interviews with professionals in the fantasy field,
reviews of current science-fiction and occasional fan=-written stories were elso
regularly in evidence. Undoubtedly the most popular featurc, howover, was a col-
um titlad "13," conductod by "Villy tho Wisp," a pseudonym of Donald Wollheim,
"13" ms composad of squibs on thirteun promincnt characters or funs in scionce-
fiction---sometimes complimcntary, rlweys ncirsy, frequently barbed. It was the
forerunnar of a similer, but more dotailed, columm "As Others Scc Us," publishod
in The Sciwncc Fiction Ion, which proved cqually popular,

In the Jenuary, 1936 installment of "13" Wollheim had this to scy about
Forrest J. ackerman:

He doesn't know it, but when his name i s mentioned in stf

circles, it ceuses considerable snickers and auppressed

laughter. This obstroperous author-pester, silly-letter urit-

or, and what-have-you, is now going off h:lf-beked on Esper-

anto and Universal langueges, & subject wiich he really

doesn't know any too much about, Rerentl'  ronounced citi-

zenship in the United States by joining the World Sociely of

Nationless People.

Aackerman could scarcely allow such alurs to.remain uncommented upon, and he dig-
patched a heated letter to the editor of Arcturus, condemning "Willy the Wisp"
and denying some of his accusations. BRut in a special two-page reply entitled
"Sez You," Wollheim added insult to injury by elaborating in humcrous fashion on
his provious remarks, retracting only his statemont that Ackerman was no longer
. United States citizen, though he added that he considered Ackerman hypocritical
in joining the World Society of Netionless Peoplec if he did not intend to re=-
siounce nutionel citizenship, ‘Ihrough inability or disinclinntion, Ackermen did
not cnunter further, and the incident wme duly recorded in fan journals cof the
period as the Wollheim=Ackerman feud despite the brief period of its duration.
That Ackerman was not sufficiently embittered to beur any grudge is indiceted by
his roedy collanboration with Vollheim on several later occasions.

Finelly, Arcturus is of historical interest because of the appearunce
in its pages of some of tho earliest examples of "Ghughuism," a mock religion of
Tollheim's concoction that might well be relegated to the same position as the
proviously mentioned SPWSSTFM affair. Wollheim took the god's position in this
parody of religion, gnthering about him a lavishly titled circle of adherents,
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"Ghughuism" endured a lohger period than the alphabetical societies, but its ten-
ets were never clarified, nevertheless. In later years when his associates ap=-
peared to follow his lead in fan affairs without uuestion, meany wondered elmost
geriously it Wollheim were not actually regarded as a deity in truth.

The collapse of Wonder Stories and its resultant change of ownership
was glad news to the ISA membors, who had scarcely hoped to have Gernsback and
Hornig so cowplotoly disposcd of. In their gloating they gave themselves the
lion's shure of credit for the overthrow of the Gernsback crew, forgetiting that
in many respects their relentless campaign possessed more nuisence value than
lethal potency, and that Wonder Stories' feilure was primarily due to economic
conditions of the time. And in their joy at winning their battle, too, the ISA
voiced little criticism of the comparitively inferior policies of Thrilling Won-
der Stories, overlooking entirely the unwelcome assurences of edit or Mergolies
that blood-and-thunder juvenility vms his fictional aim, This attitude is also
an indication of the extent to which personal dislike of Gernsback and Hore
nig---rather than of their policies--~-played a part in the ISA campaign,

In the interim, however, attempts were made by the orrunization to bid
for control of many disinteprating SFL chapters. In the May, 1926 number of the
International Observer was introduced "The SFL Pape," conducted by Alan J. Ais-
enstein, director of the Nassau SFL; this column carried news of the League chep-
tors (most of which were sadly inactive) in the period when Wonder Stories had
suspended appeearunce, and the ISA hoped by this means to lure at least a small
percentage of the science~fictionists and -hobbyists from the ruins of the SFL,
Despite the fact that sample copies of The International Cbserver were dispatch-
od to many of the chapter hoads the policy vms never particularly successful,and
as soon as it wus realized that Thrilling Wonder 3tories was to continue the SFL
column tho IS. cenged its offorts eltogether,

Not nll of thc group's activities in this period were politically-mind-
od, howover., Aware thet it vas scicncc=fiction's tonth anniversary of eppcarence
in mogazine form, New York mombors of the ISA arrangced n celebration in honor of
the cvont, On Sunday, lay 3, 1936 o party consisting of Michcl, Goudket, Pohl,
Aisenstein, Blish, IKirshenblit, Sykorz and Wollheim attended a showing of the
splendid filw based on H. G. Wells' story, Things to Come. Despite the date, it
vas one of the first purely social gatherings seon in fendom, meetings being as
a rule leavened by business activities,

at a meeting of the New York hranch of the ISA George Gordon Clark, no
longer active in fundom, was given the final shove toward oblivion when it was
unanimously voted to expel him from mombership in the local group because of
activities trcasonous to its bost intorcsts., (These werc characterized by his
attack on the ISA at an ILSF meeting; his alleged Rosicrucianist beliefs, more-
ovar, ere never looked upon with favor by other fans thereabouts.) Clark rel-
lied gufficiently to protest thut such an action by the ISA smacked of the very
procedurc that haud so embittered members expelled from the SFL, and that it was
dictatorial in essence, Secretury Wollheim replied to the -effcect that ISA meet-
inga were open to the accused, and that he could have been present to defend him=
oelf had ne o desired, More, the vote had huen taken in democratic fashion,
and the expulsion was merely from the local branch, not from the ISA itsclf. As.
time showod, Clark was ins#fficiently interestod in fandom to renew his member-
ghip in that orgenizaetion when it presently expired.

By now the continued presence of Wollheim's name in fan controversy af-
ter fan controversy was becoming noticeable, as was his tendancy to take a few
parting shots at opponents after their defcat was obvious., This latter especial-
ly was in evidence in his "Sun Spots" column, whose very high news value vas then
and leter impaired by items presented in such a fashion as to prick the hides of
dovned antagonists,
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Throughout 1936 the ISA rode high, Tts official organ, The Interna-
tional Observer, continued to appeer regularly and to improve in qualitv. John
B. Michel's "Humanity Must Took to the Stars,” which wes published in the Septem=
ber number of that year has an especiel significance, for it revealed c¢1learly
fichol's leftist political helicfs, bedrock of the lutcr ldchelist movement, of
which we will loter huve more to say. Also agein and agein in the papes of the
International Obgerver Sykora kept redquesting someone who could write as well as
Wollheim to volunteer for the position of science-nobhyist reporter. The only
answer was u slow but inevitable increasc of the mugazine's science-fiction con-
tent; tho greut majority of newcomers to the ISA, moreover, were recruited from
the ranks of active fendom, namoe of scienco-hobbyiut members being fowend far
botween,

Now: that the battle with the SFL had ended, leaders of the ISA began to
regard the Independant Ieague for Science Fiction as a boulder in the peth of
their progress. Meetingsof the latter's Brooklyn brench were better =attended
than were meny of the ISA's, and the ILSF's voery title sounded us though it were
an organizetion created for science-fiction purists (though in ectuality it had
many science-hobbyists in its ranks) in contrast to that of the IS4, so thnt new
fans as 2 rule drifted first into the orbit of the ILSF, Then, too, the ISA had
beun rather unsuccessful in rocruiting members from ex-SFL chapters, Sykora not
unnaturally vould have very much liked to see his ISA ebsoerb the newer group,
and hit upon a plan that vould uccomplish this veory feat, With the same thorough-
ness and flare for the dramatic that had merked the successful culmination of- his
plans against the SFL, he mapned out & line of ection ageinst the ILSF, keeping
his supporters fully informed as to the particulsrs. The ILSF meoting of Friday,
Novomber 6, 1936 was tho zoro hour,

Un that day when Sylora erosc to deliver his carefully planned telk he
found himeclf facing & nino-man group composcd of Kosow, Drucker, Honick, Hahan,
Loventman, Wiollheim, Fylc, Pohl ond Kirghenblit. 4s hc bogen to speak there was
e note of sureness in his voice, & confidence that only the knowledge of & well-
laid scheme and cooperating minions could inspires In brief, he stated that mem-
bers of tie ISA (ms well as some in the ILSF, including some who belonged to both
organizations) balieved that wmeetings of tho ILSF were proving of scant value,
that tho club wes drifting into lethargy, tnd that its only hopoful future re-
quirod coalition with the ISA,

Drenetic as these 'rords were, the merbers of the ILSF were not token
conmpletely by surprise. Sore propagande to this offect had been circulated for
sonc time, erunating from those who were also ISA mewbers. And in discussion
among thousolvos thoy had bson forcud to concede that ILSF meetings woro not ine
desod all that could be dosircd; howsver, they were even more certain tiet merging
vith another group would not solve the problem,

at this juncture Iirshenblit esked Sykora why, as an ILSF member, h e
had not broached his opinion at a prior meeting, So imbued with self-confidencs
wag Sykorw thet he mbandoned all pretonse of tact, replving bluntly that his sole
reagson for joining thc group in the first placec had been to induce its members
to join thuv ISA, and that since the incroasing lothargy of the club had fallen in
with his plans ho had secn no roason to romedy itf. ILSF mombers woro thunder-
struck. For the past two vonrs the ISA had come to personify =a Sir Lancelot of
fandom, striking out in righteous wrath at those who would enslave it, It repre-
sented overy fan's reasistance against bletant, hoartless commercialism., But now
it was evolving into & monster in its own right. And the unheeded word:s of
Chorles Do Hornig, spoken a ahort time ago in that very room, now soomud to echo
out of the cmptiness to haunt them-~="Thg ISA is attempting to seizo control of
faniom itadlf " :

Now that Kirshenblit hnd given Sykore to understand that the ILSF was
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to refuse his offer---~"demand" would probably be a better term---vhst was to hap-
pent The unswer was not long in coming, All members of the ILSF who were also
members of the ISA resigned en masse, These were Sykora, Kyle, Wollheim. Michel
and Pohl, The loss of five prowminent mombers of such & club es the ILSF,&alrcady
lethargic, proved ultimately fatal.

1o days leter a startling aftermath occurred. These five ex-members
held a meeting (of which other ILSF followers were not informed) at vwhich a new
ILSF chapter constitution was edopted, (Five individuals not making up & major=-
ity of IL5F chapter membership, tinc adopted constitution was obviouély illegal, )
Backed up by this spurious constitution, a mejority of the five voted to have
Pohl-~-onv of their numbzr---rofund them the ducs they had paid to tho orgonizae-
tion's trensury, oxcepting monius romitted in oach cese for copics of the offic-
iel orgun, arcturus. But Pohl bmnlkeod., Dispitoc hot words, he refused to carry
this travesty on legality to such lengths without the express consent of Iirsh-
enblit (director of the club), who wms of course not present., Ilater, indced, he
turncd over the ILSF troasury to Iirshenblit intact, and even went so far as to
announce anis intention of rcotaining mcmbership,

Mrshenblit, mcanwvhile, had viewed the mass resignation with senything
but calm silence, having tagged the deserters a3 "cowrrdly.,"  Wollheim promptly
laghed back with a vitriolic answer %o this end other epithets, requosting bal-
lots for ISa rmembers who had "resigned." Firshenblit left it to the memwbership
to decide whether or not tho oral resignations constituted legal depuartures, and
the group decided that thoy did., He further snsworcd Wollheim's missive, clarie
fying sowu of his previous opiticts but not retracting any, seying that his use
of the word "cowardly" referred reinly to Wollheim's and Sykora's disrupting the
New York SFL reeting at which tiornig presided. (Thisy we might note, w=2s the
first opposition Wollheir: had yet encountered on his rocord, and it presuged the
leter general use of this record of controversies by the man's enemiocs---some-
tines to devastating effect.)

Kirshenblit now claimed the chapter purged of its unwolcomo adhcrents,
and voiced the opinion that the action would produce o salutery cffeet. But when
the dust had ¢learod he found himself honding en anomic orgenizetion of 8iX mom=-
bors. Thuy nennged to issuc two more inferior numburs of Arcturus, tho last be=-
ing dotod Jonuery 1937, beforo complctc collopses One of the last notes on the
11SF wes carried in "Sun Spots" in the Novoember, 1936 Intornational Observer:

essTho ILSF, which wes carried on almost solely by its Broolk=-
lyn chapter, is now on the verge of dissolution. If inforna-
tior pathered by our correspondent is correct, the mnembers
plan one nore issuc of their organ, Arcturus, after which it
will be dropped., Thc Brgoklyn league will become merely a
bunch of fellows engaged in scienco-experinenting (otherwise
knovn as kidding around=--in this vritor's opinion).

This brief bottle had two important effects, Firstly, their victory
over the I%SF was to prove pyrrhic to ISA members; in wantonly destroying what
was essentially a friendly organjzation when its absorption failed the ISL inad-
vertantly hud sovm the seeds of its otm destruction,

pectndly, Wollhein's parenthetical remark anent science~-hobbyists that
has been quoted above was=-~though neither man was probably conscious o it---the
first step thet led from coolness to open, bitter enmity between hin and Sylkora.
The offoct of such sarcastic scoffing on Sykora can be well imagined; to him, who
at thot tiio held an unshoking belicf in the worth and efficecy of scionce as a-
hobby, Yollhein's steteront anounted to indiroct sabotege of the Intornational
Sciontific Associotion’s vory foundetions. Tho trust he had reposed in the nen
now suackod of foolhardinesse. So, from thrt timo forward, Sykora took Wollhoin
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less into his confidence. But Wollheim, despite his frequent callousness )
wounding the feelings of others, was himself a sensitive person, easily suscept-
ible to hurt; he recognized Sykora's change of attitude almost immediately, and
felt at a loss 1o account for it. Sykora, on his part, met inquiries with evas-
ions, essorting thet his owm attitude had undergone no change whatsoover, But to
Michel ho unburdencd himself, confessing & distrust for Wollheim, and expressing
the beliof that his influence was harmful to the club---all this being precipi-
tated by a long discussion with Lichel concerning The International Observor's
policy, (4s might be guessed, it was the same bonu of contention all over egain
---scionce=-riction vs, scienco=-hobbying,) Sykora's views, not unnaturally, even-
tually reacned Jollhoim's ears, and Yollhoim folt there was but ono coursc open
to him, This ho took, publishing the following open letter to Sykora in the No=
vember, 1936 issue of The Inturnetional Obscrver:

Dear Sir: .

Feeling that I no longer havae the honor of your
confidencey, I heroby tender my regsignation as Acting Treas-
urcr of the International Sciontific Associmtion.

Accompanying this rosignation was another onc by John B, Michel, asking that he
bo relioved of his editorinl duties because of poor health and buginsss matters,
Michel's reasons wore legitimute, but there is littlo doubt but that his growing
friondship for Wollhoim prompted its simultancous issuance,

Duspite ovorything, Wollheim had unquestionvbly boon a loyal and value-
ablc mombor of the ISA, Hc had worked hend in hand with Sykore on provious club
projccts, hed fought sido by sidu with him during ISA battles. Consecquently fans
were surprised to learn of the epparent rift betwesn the two men.

Sykora accepted Michel's resignation, but refused to accept Wollhein's,
claiming thet hls work for the ISA had becn exemplary., Wollheim theén withdrew
his rcsignation, and there is no doubt thet the strain had heen alleoviated t o
gomo oxtunt, But the seeds of doubt had been sowm.

Sykore then appointod Pohl editer of the club periodical in ¥ichel's
place. In retrospect this vms both a very good und & very bad choics for him to
make, It was good because Pohl hed a definite tulent for editorinl work. and the
interost of thc magazine‘'s contunts swerved upword almost immedictely, It was
bad=-~=from Sykore's point of viow, et least---because Pohl vms nt henrt predom-
inctely a science=fictionist who carcd little for science ns a hobtby, And soon,
vhere fiction end derived topics hnd never filled up more than o third of The In-
ternutional Ohserver, they now took up close to double that nmount, The science-
hobbyists begun to voice frnint, unecsy complnints and Sykora began to frowm, On
this unsteady notc the ISA worked townrd its grectly important concluding nctiv-
itios in carly 1937,

XIII
The Scicnco Fiction Advancement Association

Prior to 1936 tho West Corst hnd becn involved in few cctivities of
ationnl scope. Tho Los Angolus SFL chaopter continued to hold meetings on vary-
ing scnlus of intorest, and thorc is no hint in all available records of any se-
rious discord in tac group. Though fandom at lergu envied theilr somotimes over-
roportad nuoutings, mombers otherwise were well out of the public eye, eonjoying
tho oblivion that is tho usual lot of an vfficient, well-functioning, localized
machine,
Claire P, Bock's Scionce Fiction Critic was the first attempt bya Vest
Coast fan to launch some project cn a national scale, as has already been noted.
But Beck was in no way connected with the Los Angeles group, nor wes C. Hamilton
Bloomer, the second fan from the area to attompt something not merely locel in
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scope, 3loomer resided in Sgn Francisco, and when Cleire Beck mov ed there to
live with his brother Clyde (who was attending college) the two quickly became
friends, Bloomer's first apnearunce in the fan press was a previously mertioned
article in The Science Fiction Critic.

There is 1little availeble information on Bloomer the man, but he was a
che''ist oy occupation and would appear from the mutura cast of his writings to
havo besn older than the avorage fan of the time. Through mssociation with Beck
he was encouraged to strike out on his ownj the result vms a national orgeniza-
tion culled The Science Fiction Advancement Association. It was introduced to
the fun world through several udvertisements in Back's Critic.

o information as to the aims end ideals of the club are anywhere to
bc found in its official publicuation., Apparently its very title wes supposed to
be sclf-oxplenatory,. Jojfdng the orgunization vms not even strongly urcud. Bloom-
cr mercly uslcd its members to buy thoir scicnce~fiction magazincs from local
necwstends rether than purchasing them sccond=hand, and decricd also the rractice
of c¢lubs buying single copies thet were subsequently passed among the memberships.
The SFAA offered virtually no adventages to members in exchange for dues of fif-
ty cents, for even the association's official organ cost them extra. Democratic
processes uere non-existent, for the club had no constitution, mcrely being car-
ried on under the leadership of Bloomer, who hecaded u board of dircctors compos=
od Icc Hertzberg, Claire Bock, lethryn Wolly and Byron H, Geer.

The SFAA's official orgen wes called Tessorect, and was th- first fan
publication to bc roproduced by multigraph, Its first (March, 1926) number hare
borcd litule material of peneral interest, the bulk of the issue being telen up
wvith @ short story of no outstanding virtue, William litchell's "Stone Fnce on
Venus," which significently contained many frugmentary bits of scientific infor-
mation, such ng formules pertaining to rockets and the like, Yaterial of the
latter type, while it never predominated, nevertheless persisted present during
the magazine's ontiro lifo, Obviously ¢ portion of tho SFAA's membership waa
composed of science-hobbyists, and Bloomer thus made mild but contiruous attempts
to capture tieir support.

ns issue after issue of Tesseract aprearad, it became obvious that the
Science Ffiction Advancement Association was to be a success, and its membership
list grew rapidly. Apperently there was & widespread desirec at the time for a
national fan organizetion, and fans were willing to support any attempt of such
a kind, also it ghould be stronply emphasized that up until than lack of democ-
racy in u club was ncver ropardgd ns an unanswerable argument against it,  From
the very beginning fan orpanizutions had been run by "strong men," and rprovided
that their aim had been the common good of the multitude such procedure uas nev-
er questioned, Some even went so far as to claim that because of the cameradie
among fans and their allogod above-average intelligence and their willingness to
vork gsclflussly toward a commdn gocl, no confining rules werc ncoeded, Thus we
can sco that fandom as a whols hed an accepted cods of behavior, an sthical pat-
torn whicin was genernlly aclmowvledged and conformed to, and whickh had the same
authorty as en unwritton law of socicty. It was felt that fans made up & fra-
tornity rather than a congross, thet thosc who were willing to do the work should
receive the titles and the credit. In short, anyone who producod would be elmost
automatically rocognized as the lecder, Few if any men attained leadership on a
prorise to achicve-=~top positions wecre gained on the strength of past pregress
with 1little electioneering and cempaipgning prcsent to confuse the issue. This
code persistcd until shortly bhefore the first 'lorld Science Fiction Convention of
1939, whon the maligning and invective of hittor feuds caused funs to look upon
on¢ anothur with suspicion that demanded siringont rogulations in their official
orgunizational affairs,

(to be continued)
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Thumbing the Munsey Files

with Williem H, Evans

The August, 1906 Argosy printed one of the earliest superman stories,
In "Sumson the Second," a two-purt serial by lawrence G. Byrd, an unexplained de=-
vice bestows proternatural strength on the hero. His various sdventures until
the abnorwality disappears are well told. In September, cur inventing friend is
on hand aguin; he decides to catich a cyclone, concentruts it, and sell picccs of
it for cooling purposes. "Bagley's Coagulated Cyclonc" by Hovard Cwight Smiley
tells whut happenod when tho cyclone broke loose. Tho story is averago.

All-Story for July, 1906 brings s repeat performance, with "Bagley's
Automatic Grasshopper" releting of how a glant automatic jumping-machine go+t out
of control on a trial run, wrecking itaelf at the North Pole. Reting: feir. In
Asugust Don kark Lemon (of "The Scarlet Planet® fame ) offers a powerful if brief
tale, "?". &n artist paints a picture of en imeginary German officer. iater he
is amnzed to sight the man hiuwself on the open street, And on returning to hig
studio, ne finds that the picture hes disappearcd from the cenvas! Severcl hor-
rible murders ure committed, thc nttucker'e description fitting tho officer's.
When tho picture as mysteriously recppenrs on the conves the nrtist attompts to
burn it; only the background is dectroyed, howover, and tho figure staps from the
flames and kills the artist hineclf, 4 morc conventional ghost story apnears in
the noxt issuc of the magnzine: G. De Condwin's "Grost Croen Yiave." The body of
t murdcrod scemnn is to be buricd nt gor -==but tho corpsec cannot he thrown over-
board. at last, each member of the crew is mande to touch the body in turn, %hen
the killer's turn arrives a rreat vmve suddenly sweeps murderer and victim away,

The Scrap Book for augunt, 1906 reprinted Iarcel Prevost's "Woman end
the Cat." It is an excellent itule; if you can find it, read it.

okipping ahond ten years, we find All-Story Weekly publishing fantasy
quite regularly. Tho August 5 number has Owen Oliver's "Platinum," an interest-
ing talo of castaways on an island inhabited by beasts of living metal, platinum
tentacled; the castaways eventually escupe after runy intriguirg adventures., A
eek later the three~part serial to "Polaris=--of the Snovs" began, In 5tilson's
"I'inos of Surdunes" we visit aguin that 1little Greck colony in the far intarctic
whose existence is mude possible by the warmth from surrounding volcunoes, But
whon the fire in them expires the tribal prioests bleme king i'inos and the girl
ho loves; bloodshed follows, and finally wer end cold kill all but thosc two, who
erc thonsuives noar deuth whon rolaris returns and reacues thom, In the same ise
suo is Zluer B. l'zson's "Rod Troc-Frogs," on ecrly oxemple of the "scrouy cnimel"
yarn, lnid 1w tho REestern junglos,

sugust 19 brings Mary leegan with an excellent little weird tale, "Tvie
light Zone." It tells of a ‘rowan bringing her husband back from death to & sort
of helf-1ife, thither she too nust go to neet hin, Of an entirely different na-
ture is the four-part serial of €. lmcleen Savage which begins in the September
2 numbor. "The Courtship Superlotive" tekes place in the year 2016, and is o
story of a chemist, n physicist cnd e baseball ployer vying for the love of one
girl., ©5he decides to narry the one who accomplishes within a vear something more
rerarkable than he has ever done before, The chenist invents a germ=bullet, the
physicist « new type of subrerine, and the ball plaver successfully trains a tean
of apes, anraged when his chewist-riyal wins the girl, the physicist sells his
subnarine to BErazil, which then attecks the United States. Finally the chenist's
invention defcats the emsry., September 23 bringa a story that is literelly in-
describable; it rust be read to be fully appreciatod. The bost T can say is that
L. E. Xel's "Patchod Recls" is cortninly worth your tire,

During the sane period Arposy's fentasy doldrums wore broken by but a
single tale. "The Denon of the Whirling Disks" by James Grayson (Soptember 1916)
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tells of a drug that makes musicel artists relive one ef their performarces when-
ever a record of it is played. 8ince the time is that of the first phonograph
boom it quickly drives all the great singers and concert artists mad, ruining the
opera entirely. 1In the end, the whole affair proves to be a hoax, however,

argcsy's sole reprasentative of the penus fentasia ten venrs letor is
frod haclsuac's anonymously-written "Great Commander," e four-pert sorial begin-
ning in the July 3, 1926 issue. In this novel---which sounds as if it portrayed
1946 instcad of 1933---King J, Nclson, having secured financial control of Amer-
ice, plots to bocome its rulor by initiating » sorius of strikes; whon the coun-
try is thus pernlyzed he plans to step in, be pgranted dictetorial powsrs, and be

crownod by o grateful public after weathering the crisis. However, his deughter

and an opposition congressman with whom she is in love successfully conspire with
others to kidnup ¥ing and foil the gscheme, Very entertoining.

ine July 18, 1936 Arfosv begins a four-part serial by Patrick lLee; in
"North of tne Stars" we encounter the ugual combination of a hidden Arctic land,
its beuutiful queen, dastardly, gold-greedy Russians, and the young Mountie who
foils the villains and, of course, gets the girl. In the August 8 issue is Dalo
Clark's unusual ghost story, "The Devil in Hollywood," which is quitc wcll done.
A weok later A. H. Carhart tells in "Buccancers International"” of the pceriod fol-
lowing thu sueond world wmr, when munition makers attempt ta conquer a disarmed
world, and are defeated, Tho same number carrics iobert E, Howard's short voo-
doo talc, "The Dead Renwembor,”" while on Septomber 19 an old acquaintance rcturns
in the thruc-part "Tarzan and the Yagic Men," It is inforior Burroughs, sadly.

cen000===

The FTur Tuture of Science-Fiction-=~concluded from page 285

probably «ll but disappear, as two-dimensionnl time presents more interesting
possibilities and avoids the necessity of getling eround the grandfather argu-
ment, If sidewisc-in-time stories increase in popularity, teles of hackwerde-and-
forward travel in two-dimensional time will tend to accept the infinite -valued
possibility theory rathor than the one wheraby a single new line d ovunts splits
off from the old ono through thu activitics of ths tire-traveller., Finally, the
unmixed mignt-have~beena offer a fertile field which has perhaps beon explored
more outside the usual domain of fantasy than within it; for exumple, specula-
tions nbout the course of history if Jesus had pursued differont tuctice ("Hosan-
nae"), or if the Germans had won in 1940, And finally, therc is the lottlc fan-
tasy in which one sees the world us it would have boen if ~11 the "rosults" of o
certain past occurrence were removed.
Naturally, new extrapolations must be found to replunce obsnlescent ones.
There was a time when & man could teke 21l knowledge for his nrovince,and become
outstanding in a number of fields. Neodless to say, thet time is long gone. At
nresont, ideelly, everyone is given the rudiments of all sciences, arts and his-
torve icicncc-fiction is written to got past the mind with this brsic cducation,
=1 «n author docsn't worry much if hc knows that what he's suggesting is proved
i, apgsitle by a recent discovery in n specinlized field, What will be the con-
geguence if the total amount of aveilable knowledge continues to incrouse we can
ouly conjecture, The significance of the discovecries in "Venus Equilaterel" is
n warning: they may be perfecctly clear to technicnlly treined men, but e embyro
nrtists, worchants, lawyors and ditchediggers heve to reead the story ecorcfully
to spot even onc of the potentinl results. If sciencec ovolves into a stretospliere
where the iwportance of ncw discoverics is not apparent to the average men, sto-
ries based on extrapolations of these discoveries may not be able to describe
changed living conditions which viould affect the ordinary citizen. When that evil
day comes, science-fiction for the messes will be in the decline. It may be at

its zenith right now,
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Fantesy in The Idler Magnzine: a Bibliography

compiled by
William H, Evens and A. langley Searles

Note: The Idler first appeured in February, 1892, and was published on a regular
monthly schedule, six numbers to & volume, for exactly two decades, t he larch,
1911 number being the last. Up until 1902 it was under the editorship of Jcrowe
K, Joromv end Robert Barr; theonceforwerd it was edited by Barr alone, In the
megazine's heydey=--the turn of the century and the helf-dozen years following---
it boasted the second largest circulation of any periodicnl in England, maintain-
ing a literary standard of enviuble excellence, Bosides the list of stories from
its pagos listod below, The Idler published considorable poctry of fantastic in-
terost, as wcll as outrd art by such recognized masters as Walter Crane, Aubrey
Becrdsley, didney Sime and Odieon Roedons in the interest of keeping the follow-
ing & bibliography of fiction, howover, these have been omitted, as have several
erticles beuring on fantasy authors end artists.

52
lar. Arthur Conan Doyvle: "Do Profundis"
J. Te Sullivan: "ilr, Prosterton"
sden Philpottss "A Spectrec's Dilemma"
Iuy  3Zdwin lestor Arnold: "Rutherford tho Twicoborn"
Nov., Robert Barr: "The NDonm of London"

1893
Apr, J. L. Alden: "Told by tho Colonols XII - The Cat's Rovonge"
sy  Robert Barr: "The Fear of It"
Sep. Coulson ¥ernahan: "A Dream in the Night"
Dec, .+ L. Alden: "A Condensed Ghost"

1894
Feb. Angus Tvan Abbotts "The last Drink"
Yay  Robert Barr: "The Revolt of the ==="
July GHenry Seton Merriman: "The Huunted Hand"

1865
ar, Grant Allen: "The Dead lMon Speeaks"
June "¢", psoud. (Arthur C. Quiller-Couch)t "Tales of Our Coest: III - The
d0ll C2ll of the Reef"
Aug, ¥, L. Alden: "The Profossor's Jump"
Oct. J. F. Sullivan: "Chanco"
Nov. W. L, Aldent "Professnor Wagoner's Eye"

Jan, W. L. Alden: "A Ghost Train" . =
Yay H. G. Wells: "The Story of the Late 1., Elvesham"
hug, Ao Jo Dawson: "The Ascetic Rake" -

Oct. He Go Wells: "The Apple" . -~

Dec.<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>